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Fellowship Committee 
 

Chair   David Jenkins 01278 786501 jenkins630@btinternet.com 

Vice-chair Rod Hancox 01823 480369 rodhancox@yahoo.co.uk 

Secretary Pat Sollis  01823 490750 pat.sollis1@btinternet.com 

Treasurer Jacqueline Roberts 01458 241374 jacqueline@silverstones.com 

Spotlight  Philip de Glanville 01373 451680 editor@somersetdrama.org.uk 

Membership Joan Jarvis 01278 793726 membership@somersetdrama.org.uk  

Social  Vacancy 

Originals  Vacancy 

Training  Di Dean  01458 250852 thisisdidean@hotmail.com 

Phoebe Rees Anna Bowerman 01460 57857 annabowerman4@aol.com 

Cinderella Vacancy  

David Beach Vacancy  

Youth  Liz Brown 01278 652687 lizbrown532@btinternet.com 

 

Area Representatives 

Mendip  Alex Webb   dnawebb@googlemail.com 

Sedgemoor David Jenkins 01278 786501 jenkins630@btinternet.com 

Sth Somerset (W) Polly Bray 01460 63503 polly@silverstones.com 

Sth Somerset (E) Jan Waldock      01963 31740 janwaldock@aol.com  

Taunton Deane Ron Roberts 01458 241374 ron@silverstones.com 

West Somerset Vacancy  
 
    

Deadline for SPOTLIGHT:  21st of preceding month 
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Editorial 

All Change!  
This drama year is coming  
to an end and we are beginning 
to think about the next.   
The SFD has always taken the 
view that no one on the 
Committee should have to stay 
in a post for more than three 
years, and if they wanted to 
continue after this period they 
would need the Membership to 
vote them back in for another 
term.  Actually the Chair,Vice-
Chair and the Editor of Spotlight 
have to be elected annually. 
However we wouldn’t want to 
risk losing everyone, and their 
accumulated experience, all at 
once, and so when we became 
independent 10 years ago we 
introduced a rolling replacement 
policy. This has worked very 
well and has ensured that the 
Committee is refreshed every 
year with one or two new people 
and new ideas about we the way 
we do things.    
This year it is the turn of  the Area 
Reps for Sedgemoor (David Jenkins) 
and Mendip (Alex Webb) either to 
step down or to stand for re-election. 
The same is true for the Training 
Coordinator (Di Dean), the County 

Drama One Act Play Coordinator 
(Ron Roberts) and the David Beach 
Coordinator – a post held for the 
past three years by Pam Price.  In 
addition June Jenkins has retired as 
Cinderella Coordinator and we will 
be looking for replacements for both 
these ladies.  And the post of Area 
Rep for West Somerset, which was 
held by Patience Lacy-Smith, has 
been vacant since the end of last  
year when she moved to live in 
California.   
Clearly, even if those stepping down 
this year stand for re-election, we are 
going to need a few new people to 
help run the SFD.  The good news is 
that someone has already come 
forward as a possible Cinderella 
Coordinator, that Jane Edwards is 
considering joining the Committee  
to get the Original Playwriting 
Competition and the Original Play 
Festival going again, after last year’s 
gap, and that Ros Roderigo has been 
appointed as the new Moderator for 
the David Beach Competition.  We 
are still urgently looking for someone 
to take on the job of David Beach 
Coordinator though – could that be 
you? 
 
There has been quite a surge of 
interest in the SFD website since the 
very enjoyable and succesful SFD 
Party last month.  The number of 
visitors to the site has almost  
doubled since January – now nearly 
700 a month, and there are new 
registrations almost every day –140 
additional people have signed on  
since we launched five months ago. 



Cinderella Awards Evening   
June Jenkins reports on a very successful 
evening – her third and last (for the time 
being!), since she is retiring as Cinderella 
Trophy Coordinator. Also see Letters Page. 
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Westlands Leisure Centre in Yeovil 
was a buzz of excitement on 
Saturday the 15th of May.   From 
Somerset and Chardstock in 
Devon, 400 people attended the 
Annual Somerset Fellowship of 
Drama Cinderella Trophy Awards 
for Pantomime.  The excitement 
and anticipation could be felt 
throughout the evening.   

Runners Up for the coveted 
Cinderella Trophy were Wellington 
Arts Association Pantomime Group 
for their production of Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs; the Trophy 
itself was awarded to Frome 
Amateur Operatic Society for, 
guess what?  Yes, Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs, which turned out 
to be an extremely popular panto 
choice for the 2009/10 season, with 
four productions in all! 

Our genial host for the evening was 
Mr Ron Roberts, who is also 
Moderator of the competition, 
having seen all 25 entries!  Well 
done Ron!!  Ron thanked our 
adjudicators and also the members 
of the SFD, pantomime societies 
and Westlands Social Club, who all 
help to make the evening a great 
success.  His assistant for the 
evening was myself,  as the Co-
ordinator of the competition.   

 
 
 
 
 

The evening began with the 
introduction of our many ‘Stars of the 
Future’ who are our fantastic 
youngsters and who have been seen 
to “specifically contribute to the 
Pantomime’s plot”.  They proudly 
walked off the stage to “Fame”.  The 
young ‘Stars’ were followed by the 
nominations and winners for the 
categories, as you will see listed 
opposite, the excitement of the 
evening being enhanced by great 
music for their ‘walk ups’, thanks to 
Mr Scott Kirby.  This year the 
certificates and trophies were 
presented by Adjudicators Sam Allen 
and Nigel Ford during the first half of 
the evening.   

After a fantastic Cabaret, which 
consisted of five acts, carefully 
chosen from pantomimes throughout 
the season, the buffet was served.  
This was followed by further awards 
presented by Adjudicator Joan Jarvis 
and, of course, The Cinderella 
Trophy, all of which were presented 
by The Chairman of the Somerset 
Fellowship of Drama, Mr David 
Jenkins.   

We had a fabulous evening, and it 
was lovely to see all those talented, 
happy and smiling performers all 
having a fun time. 

JJ 

 
 
 
 
 

The Winners 
Cinderella Trophy  
Frome Amateur Operatic Society 
Snow White & The Seven Dwarfs 
Cinderella Trophy Runner Up – 
Wellington AA Pantomime Group 
Snow White & The Seven Dwarfs 
Spotlight Shield  
Coastline Players  
Humpty Dumpty 
Spotlight Shield Runner Up – 
Cloverleaf Productions 
King Arthur 
Pint Pot Award  
Wells Little Theatre  
Avast Behind! 
Best Original Costume   
Burnham District Pantomime Society 
Aladdin 
Best Village Stage Management  
Nunney Players  
Pinocchio 
Best Theatre Stage Management  
Wellington AA Pantomime Group  
Snow White & The Seven Dwarfs 
Best Lighting Design  
Wellington AA Pantomime Group  
Snow White & The Seven Dwarfs 
Best Make Up Award   
Wells Little Theatre 
Avast Behind! 
The Roger Cuff Award 
Wellington AA Pantomime Group  
Name that Dwarf! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Best Original Script  
Roadwater Players 

Best Original Music   
Nunney Players  
Best Junior Chorus Singing  
Wells Little Theatre 
Best Chorus Singing  
Wellington AA Pantomime Group  
Best Junior Choreography –     
Shepton Mallet Theatre Group 
Best UV Scene  
Trull Players 
Best Village Musicians   
Coastline Players 
Special Award for Best Cameo Role 
Geogie Youe, Quantock Players 
Best Theatre Musicians    
Wellington AA Panto Group 
Speciality Costume  
Cloverleaf Productions 
Best Properties  
Wells Little Theatre 
Best Village Design   
Puriton Players 
Best Theatre Design  
Shepton Mallet Theatre Group 
Best Sound Effects  
Joint award: Wellington/Cloverleaf  
Best Special Effects  
Nunney Players 
 
 
For individual awards see over… 
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Individual Awards 
Outstanding Performance of the 
Year (Eddie Bowker Trophy)   
Emma James, Wells Little Theatre 

Dame of the Year   
Alan Scott, Puriton Players 

Principal Boy of the Year   
Lisa Davies, Burnham District Panto Soc 

Principal Girl of the Year   
Nicole Wooldridge, Frome Operatic Soc 

Best 16 or under Performer  
Amber Brook, Nunney Players 

Best Director   
Andrew Carpenter, Frome Operatic Soc 
Best Musical Director   
Chris Edmunds, C.U.D.O.S 

Choreographer of the Year   
Sue McNamee, Frome Operatic Soc 
Moderators Award (coup de theatre)   
Ellie Chubb & Chelsie Judd, Wincanton 

Best Female Villain   
Jan Venables, Wellington AA Panto Group 
Best Male Villain   
Graeme Kelly, Porlock Panto & Drama Soc 

Linkman of the Year   
Tim Johnson, Trull Players 

Best Animal Performance   
Emma James, Wells Little Theatre 

Solo Pianist of the Year  
Colin Fretcher, Burnham District Panto Soc  

Ugly Sisters of the Year  
Paul Yates & Peter Thompson, Minehead  

Good Fairy of the Year  
Torie Cooper, Wayfarers 

Young Fairy of the Year  
Lucy Bennette, Puriton Players 

Best Male Goody of the Year  
Benedict Lintott, Roadwater Players  

Dancer of the Year – Joint Award 
Rosie Madren/Kate Johnson, Trull Players  
 

Broker’s Men of the Year  
Ed James & Adam Hunter, Coastline  

Comic of the Year - Joint Award 
Phil Crossland, Coastline/ 
Jack Glanville, Wellington AA Panto  
Young Comic of the Year  
Tom Carpenter, Frome Operatic Society 

Percussionist of the Year  
Tony Stockley, Frome Operatic Society 
Romantic Duet of the Year  
Sophie Rozycka & Nicole Wooldridge 
Frome Amateur Operatic Society 

Best Female Voice of the Year   
Alex McCallum, C.U.D.O.S  

 
Nicole Wooldridge and Tom Carpenter, 
of Frome Amateur Operatic Society - this 
year’s winners of the Cinderella Trophy. 

Photo thanks to Ed James – more on 
SFD’s Cinderella Gallery  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A farewell celebration was held at 
St Mary’s Church, Bridgwater on 
the 14th of May, to say goodbye to 
one of the South West’s most 
prolific amateur theatre directors, 
who died on May 2nd after a long 
illness. 
Attended by more than 800 people, 
it was standing room only as the 
church echoed to the music of solo 
vocalists and the combined talents 
of Weston super Mare Operatic 
Society and the Somerset Opera 
Group.  Also featured was the 
guitar of Philip Cox and harpist, 
Elaine Thornecroft. 
Brain had planned his own 
funeral, much as he would have 
done the many musicals and 
operas, and also pantomimes, in 
his long career in the amateur and 
professional theatre. 
As the coffin entered the church, 
covered in posters from some of 
his more recent shows, it was 
clapped with respect from his final 
audience. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we waited, we listened to records 
of some of Brian’s favourite singers, 
compiled by him, as he said: “For 
those who arrive early”!  - singers 
as diverse as Edith Piaff, Michael 
Ball, Jim Croce and Justin 
Hayward. 
Reflections and fond memories were 
recalled by Chris Harris, Brian 
Epps and Alan Calaminus and the 
service was overseen by Reverend 
Kelvin Williams and Reverend 
Canon Neville Boundy. 
Last year Brian was presented with 
the Dame Sybil Thorndike Trophy 
for his immense contribution to 
amateur theatre in the South West 
of England by the Somerset 
Fellowship of Drama during the 
Phoebe Rees Awards.   
What more can one say, except that 
he went in a show he directed  
himself.  He will be sorely missed by 
all who knew and respected him 
greatly. 
         DJ 
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NB  SFD TRAINING:  MAKE-UP DAY WITH SANDRA HUXTABLE 
10am – 4pm Saturday 3rd July at Puriton Village Hall. See Bulletin Board for details 

June 10th-12th, 17th-19th  
UNDER MILK WOOD 
by Dylan Thomas 
Street Theatre Tour 
Thursday 10th June   
Marston Magna Village Hall 
Friday 11th June  
West Lydford Village Hall 
Saturday 17th June  
Hambridge Village Hall 
Thursday 17th June   
Edington Village Hall 
Friday 18th June  
The Regal Theatre Bar 
Saturday 19h June  
Strode Theatre, Street 
One of the great literary works of the 20th 
century.  Comic, bawdy and sometimes 
regretful, Under Milk Wood is never less 
than entertaining. 
Directed by Lois Harbinson 
BOX OFFICE: 01458 442846 

June 15th-20th  
THE TAMING OF THE SHREW 
adapted and directed by Ray Eyers 
Barnstormers Tour 
Tuesday 15th June   
Luxborough Village Hall 
Wednesday 16th June  
The Regal Theatre Bar 
Thursday 17th June  
Dunster Tithe Barn 
Friday 18th June   
Stogumber Village Hall 
Saturday 19th June  
Wootton Courtenay Village Hall 
Sunday 20th June  
Roadwater Village Hall 
BOX OFFICE: 01643 706430 or at venue 
Phoebe Rees entry 

 

 

 

 

June 15th-26th  
AS YOU LIKE IT 
directed by Ray Court 
Taunton Thespians on Tour 
Tuesday 15th June   
Frank Bond Centre, Bishops Hull 
Wednesday 16th June  
Glastonbury Abbey 
Friday 18th June   
Rose & Crown, East Lyng 
Saturday 19th June  
Crowcombe Heathfield 
Tuesday 22nd June  
Binham Grange 
Wednesday 23rd June  
Muchelney Abbey 
Thursday 24th June   
Cleve Hotel, Wellington 
Saturday 26th June  
St James Church, Taunton 
Directed by Ray Court 
All performances start at 7.30pm,  
gates open from 6pm 
BOX OFFICES:  
Brewhouse 01823 283244 
Taunton TIC 01823 336344 
Phoebe Rees entry 
SFD concessions 
June 18th–26th 
VINCENT IN BRIXTON 
by Nicholas Wright 
Swan Theatre Company 
Swan Theatre, Yeovil at 7.45pm 
Artistic genius usually comes at an early age, 
but not for Vincent van Gogh. In speculating 
what might have occurred at his lodgings in 
the 1870's, Nicholas Wright offers a wholly  
believable portrait of artistic ability and the  
 
 
 
 

 

transforming effect of love, sex and artistic 
adventure. 
Directed by Mags Chadbourne  
BOX OFFICE: 01935 845946 
Phoebe Rees entry 

June 30th–July 3rd 
SILHOUETTE 
by Simon Brett 
Wells Little Theatre 
Little Theatre, Wells at 7.30pm 
The murder of actor Martin Powell takes 
place in Act 1 and by the interval we all know  
who-dun-it. Or do we? Act 2 reconstructs the 
events leading up to the murder, and the 
twist. Will you be fooled?  
Directed by Mark Wall  
BOX OFFICE: 01749 672280 
Phoebe Rees entry 

July 14th–15th 
EQUUS 
by Peter Shaffer 
Frome Drama Club 
Rook Lane Chapel at 7.30pm 
When a young man blinds a group of horses 
with a metal spike, psychiatrist Martin 
Dysart sets about trying to understand 
what caused Alan Strang to commit such a 
dreadful crime. In doing so Dysart opens up 
his own deep wounds. 
Directed by Calum Grant 
BOX OFFICE 01373 453889  

July 16th 
THE DRAMATIC GENIUS 
CHALLENGE 
St Gregory Players 
Williams Hall, SSG at 7.30pm 
You are invited to enter a team of four 
people to compete for the Dramatic Genius 
Trophy, answering questions from all fields 
of entertainment 
CONTACT: Terry Finn  01823 490155 

September 4th  
THE GREAT PANTO HORSE DERBY 
CADS 
Chardstock Street Fayre 10.45– 1.30pm 
Entrants to arrive at 10.30am 
THE EVENTS… 
DRESSAGE (the prancey, dancey event!): 
Class 1: Under 18’s  
Class 2: Over 18’s  
Points will be awarded for co-ordination, 
choreography, audience reaction. 
GROOMED (looks matter! – time to show off 
on the catwalk):  
Class 1:Horses  
Class 2:Other Creatures  
Points will be awarded for quality of costume, 
originality, presentation & personality. 
SHOW JUMPING (shows the athletes from 
the wonky donkeys!!):  
Class 1:Under 18’s  
Class 2:Over 18’s  
Points will be deducted for errors made 
around the course, and times will also be 
taken into account. 
* Jockeys are permitted in this event  
FLAT RACING (does exactly what it says 
on the tin!)  
Class 1: Under 18’s  
Class 2: Over 18’s  
Places are awarded under normal race 
conditions. Remember the judges will be 
watching, so no foul play!! 
* Jockeys are permitted in this event  
RULES: 
• Firstly, and most importantly, all entrants 

must thoroughly enjoy themselves and 
entertain the onlookers. 

• Entries must involve two people.. Jockeys, 
where permitted, must be of the stuffed variety. 

• Horse owners MUST clear up after their 
animals in the interests of Health & Safety 

• Judges’ decisions are final. 

CONTACT: Sarah  01460 261141 

WHAT’S ON THIS SUMMER 
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Phoebe  
Rees  

Reviews  
Street Theatre  
Twelfth Night 
by William Shakespeare 
Friday March 14th 
Adjudicator: Clive Wooldrige 

The stage at Strode Theatre is large and I 
was impressed by the staging used in this 
play. The chance to use real height in part 
of the stage and two sets of stairs, one open 
and one hidden, gave the director a lot of 
scope, which, let’s face it was sadly lacking 
in most of the theatres Shakespeare would 
have used or been familiar with. Costume 
was good throughout and showed that even 
hired costume must be correctly measured 
and amended carefully to look right. 
Lighting was fine and sound was generally 
very good, especially the music, which was 
an important aspect of this production. 
As producer Peter Wintle had assembled a 
talented cast and crew for this challenging 
production. The fact that such a long play 
could be performed without apparent hitch 
was impressive in itself. Neil Howiantz as 
director kept faith with the spirit of 
Shakespeare in most regards.  I was unsure 
whether the idea of making both Feste and 
Fabian girls came from Neil or Peter or 
simple necessity. It certainly worked in the 
singing, where Angie Bell’s voice was first 
rate and she managed the solos easily. It 
could also be argued that in changing males 
to females we were seeing something with 

a real connection to Elizabethan theatre.  
Music by Sara Holt and Wendy Howiantz 
was absolutely in keeping with the setting of 
the play and involved the audience, which 
certainly thoroughly enjoyed the music on 
the evening I saw the play. 
Malvolio is a pompous, haughty man who 
doubtless sees himself as a class above some 
of the others and certainly as classier than 
Sir Toby who he despises because of his 
drinking and taking advantage of Olivia. 
Dennis certainly brought this out in his 
portrayal. He not only looked like a man 
who saw straight through Sir Toby’s bluster 
but who thought enough of himself to 
believe his mistress could actually fall for 
him, crossed gartered, yellow stockinged or 
not. 
Susie Tookey projects really well, having a 
clear, crisp voice. I didn’t miss a word and 
felt she easily caught the rhythm of Viola’s 
speeches, which I always feel is the secret to 
understanding Shakespeare and to making 
the listener understand. Lu Lanfranchi is a 
clever actor and I have yet to see him give a 
bad performance. As Orsino he was suitably 
regal and lovesick.  I have generally seen 
Olivia played by a slightly older actress than 
Morwenna Ridgeon, which is not her fault, 
but it seems more natural for an older actress 
to show her interest in the young lad sent by 
Orsino.  Morwenna began well and seemed 
suitably distracted and as if going through 
the motions of seeing Orsino’s “man” 
Cesario.  Edgar Phillips played Sir Toby 
very much over the top, which I am sure is 
exactly right. Again I would have expected 
him to be a little older but in this case he 
certainly seemed just right for the part. 
John McGrouther played the character of Sir 
Andrew Aguecheek with a lovely mix of 
confusion, misplaced hope, poor self esteem 
and an attempt to be another Sir Toby, which 
he clearly was not. John’s voice quavered at 

times, I am sure deliberately, without ever 
losing clarity. This was clever acting.  
Rik Baker worked hard to make something 
of the part of Sebastian, which does not 
offer the same chances as others and in this 
respect did well. Angie Bell was a very 
strong Feste. She moved well, looked good 
as an Elizabethan clown and even managed 
to bring some dignity to her clowning. A 
most enjoyable performance and in addition 
her singing was excellent, tuneful and 
strong.  Sara Holt looked the part of Fabian, 
sang well and produced excellent music for 
the production. She also seemed to really 
enjoy her part and enthusiasm goes a long 
way in the theatre as well as life in general. 
Karen Trevis looks good on stage and, in 
Maria, had a part she could enjoy. Her voice 
is very good and she worked well with Sirs 
Andrew and Toby. Duncan Hall is a tall, 
athletic looking actor who fitted well the 
part of Antonio, the young soldier who is 
tied in friendship to Sebastian, who has 
made enemies at Orsino’s court but who is 
willing to risk anything for that friendship. 
Shakespeare’s plays, especially his 
comedies, are produced so frequently on 
both the amateur and professional stages that 
it is not easy to find new ideas or ways of 
performing them. Street Theatre can feel 
rightly pleased with themselves that they 
brought a lot that is new to such a well 
known play. 

CW 
The St Gregory Ploayers 
Absurd Person Singular 
by Alan Ayckbourn 
Saturday May 15th 
Adjudicator: Alex Webb 
Alan Ayckbourn has written some of the 
most enduringly-popular plays of the last 
forty years.  Audiences love watching them, 
actors enjoy performing in them and society 

treasurers rely on them.  Often his plays are 
funny because they involve familiar and 
believable characters desperately trying to 
drag themselves out of the holes they have 
dug for themselves and each other.  Absurd 
Person Singular is a play that is much 
concerned with failure - failure to succeed, 
failure to understand and, above all, failure to 
communicate. Much of the time the characters 
talk at, rather than to, each other, and, more 
often than not, they hear what they want to 
hear as opposed to what is actually said.  And, 
with several of them liking the sound of their 
own voice rather than anyone else’s, it is no 
surprise that, over the course of three 
successive Christmas Eves, the relationships 
within and between the three couples 
unstoppably descend into mayhem and 
dysfunction. 
By any standards the set design, construction 
and painting teams of Sally Browning, John 
Tipping, Terry Finn and John Burrows 
deserve congratulations for their efforts.  Each 
of the three, different kitchen sets demanded 
by the script was a credible reflection of the 
attitudes, priorities and characters of its 
occupants.  It was clear that a great deal of 
time and trouble had been invested in the 
dressing of these kitchens, with some very 
tidy and well-stocked cupboards in the first, a 
horribly grubby cooker and dead houseplants 
in the second and the detritus of years of 
careless accumulation in the third.  Mike 
Wolfman definitely made an impressive 
contribution to this production.    
Equally impressive was the input of Nick 
Bright and Peter House for lighting and sound 
respectively.  The level and intensity of the 
lighting did much to establish the very 
different atmospheres of the three very 
different kitchens and the volume of the 
sound effects was well judged throughout.     
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Stage Manager John Tipping and his team 
worked wonders in transforming the stage 
twice during the course of the evening, 
each time in less than twenty minutes.  This 
was in addition to all the other back-stage 
business and organisation which appeared 
to go like clockwork.  They all deserve 
congratulation.  
Absurd Person Singular could, in many 
ways, be thought of as three one-act plays.  
Their settings are different and 
unconnected, the action is chronologically 
disjointed, and even their shared characters 
are significantly changed from one act to 
the next.  Jane Leakey’s production, 
however, was a cohesive and credible 
single entity because it had the characters 
firmly rooted in its core.   
Jane (Dawn Marriott) and Sydney (Neil 
Morgan) brought great energy to the start 
of the play, providing an unstoppable sense 
of movement and momentum to get the 
dramatic ball rolling.  As Act I came to a 
close, and after a very fraught (and funny) 
half hour, Jane beautifully demonstrated 
the restorative power of elbow grease and 
polish!  Ronald (Mervyn Brown) and 
Marion (Liz Brown) were a thoroughly 
convincing on-stage couple who were able 
to maintain, in public at least, a fairly 
reliable cease-fire, with only occasional 
outbreaks of non-lethal sniping.   
The success of Act II is very largely 
dependent on two factors, the fragile 
emotional health of Eva (Fran Wolfman), 
and the total inability of the rest of the 
characters to appreciate just how desperate 
she has become.  John Hembrow as Eva’s 
husband Geoffrey delivered a fluent and 
well-paced monologue of self-deception 
and shallowness, leaving the audience 
entirely understanding of the fact that Eva 
had reached a point where a dead-pan 
impassivity was frequently punctuated with 

sudden and manic activity whenever a new 
suicidal opportunity presented itself.  Jane 
Leakey took the opportunity to be creative 
with the positioning of the characters, 
keeping Eva stage centre and 
choreographing the rest of the cast around 
her.   
One of the hallmarks of this production was 
the way characters made their entrances and 
exits and the best was saved for Act III, with 
Marion’s enthusiastic, over-the-top and 
alcohol-fuelled descent from her bedroom, 
wonderfully and inappropriately dressed like 
a bedraggled and rather tatty Christmas 
fairy, full of misguided bonhomie and being 
the very life and soul of the non-existent 
party.  From this point things could only go 
in one direction for the mis-matched 
revellers – downhill.  There was a grim 
inevitability in the way Sydney and Jane 
took charge of the proceedings and the fact 
that the other couples were powerless to 
resist.  By this stage Sydney has truly 
become the puppet-master so it was entirely 
appropriate that, at the end, he should be 
standing on the table with everyone else, 
literally, dancing to his tune.   
This production benefited from a strong cast, 
a skilled crew and a thoughtful director.  
Thank you St. Gregory Players.	  

AW 
Thanks very much for these, 
Clive and Alex – both 
contributed without any nagging 
at all!  Reviews are such a 
useful way of finding out what 
groups are up to theatrically 
around the county and, when 
they are of this quality, are a 
pleasure to read and very much 
appreciated!  We look forward 
to more in the future.          Ed 

Letters 
 
A Thank You 
I wanted to write and thank all those people 
who made my last night as Cinderella 
Trophy Co-ordinator very special for me.   
I have worked with a lovely team over the 
last three years, namely Roger Cuff as my 
first Moderator, and then of course Ron 
Roberts for the last two years who continues 
as Moderator.  The team of adjudicators are 
really special, always willing and helpful, 
even standing in for each at a moment’s 
notice if need be, thereby making the co-
ordinators job far easier.  Three have them 
have recently helped out with the David 
Beach Competition!  Therefore thank you 
Joan Jarvis, Doug Craig, Sam Allen, Chris 
Roberton, Nigel Ford and Ann Allen, and of 
course Ron - thank you so much for all your 
help and professionalism, and of course for 
my lovely bouquet and the gift that you 
presented me with at the Awards Evening.   
Nigel, Sam and Joan were wonderful on the 
night, helping backstage for the cabaret and 
presenting prizes.  You all gave me so much 
confidence!!   However, with Ron on stage 
as our sparkling host, you just know the 
evening will be a success! 
Of course the evening would not have been 
so successful without the help of Joan, who 
arrived early in the day with her lovely 
daughter Kaitlin; they decorated the tables 
for us with “sparklies” and society names.  
Clive of Coastline Players came early with 
David and myself and immediately sorted out 
all the microphones, which had kindly been 
loaned to us by Eric Lukins of Strode 
Productions. Thank you Eric! This meant we 
had very good sound for our cabaret.  
Clive was also in charge of the disc compiled 
by my son, Scott, for the “walk ups”; no less 
than 54 tracks.  I particularly enjoyed Alan 
Scott of Puriton walking up to receive his 
award for “Best Dame” to “You Sexy Thing” 

by Hot Chocolate!  Nunney’s Special Effects 
Award for their Whale was accompanied by 
some very strange whale sounds!  Thank you 
Clive!   
We would have been lost without Pam Price, 
who, being very forward-thinking, came with 
Roger’s camera!  She was actually in charge 
of the trophy signature sheet but, as the 
photographer failed to turn up, Pam stood in 
and was then later relieved of the camera by 
Ed James of Coastline Players, who very 
kindly took photos for the rest of the evening.  
Pam and Ed, you were simply meant to be 
there!  Pam and Roger are compiling a disc of 
photos for Spotlight and for the SFD Gallery 
on the website. 
Our extremely hard-working secretary Pat 
Sollis and our great treasurer, Jacqui Roberts, 
were in charge of the raffle, assisted by Jan 
Waldock, one of our new Area Reps and her 
friend from Expression Theatre. They sold a 
fantastic amount of tickets in record time. 
Brilliant! Thanks also to all those societies who 
contributed raffle prizes and bought tickets so 
generously. 
Of course our Chairman, David, was a great 
support throughout the evening, introducing 
our fabulous cabaret, and at the end 
presenting the Cinderella Trophy to Frome 
Amateur Operatic Society.   
The cabaret was a great highlight during the 
evening with acts from Minehead, Porlock, 
Nunney, Cloverleaf and Burnham, I think you 
were amazing to actually go back in time and 
start rehearsing the chosen performances 
from your last pantos! 
To my mind, “everyone’s a winner”, and I 
thank you all; the evening was a fantastic 
team effort.  I feel I have made some firms 
friends within the Somerset Fellowship of 
Drama Committee and have thoroughly 
enjoyed working with the Cinders team.  I am 
sure the next co-ordinator will be made to feel 
extremely welcome. 
Best wishes  

	  June Jenkins 
Retiring Cinderella Coordinator      



 

 
 
 
This space is available for advertising at 
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SFD YOUTH   
FESTIVAL 2010 

Venue: East Bridgwater School 
Dates: November 6th/7th 
Adjudicator: Ben Humphrey, GODA 
 
Please help to make this a festival to 
remember.  Open to all Youth Drama 
Groups and schools in Somerset and 
beyond. Further info and application 
forms from:  
Liz Brown 01278 652687 
lizbrown532@btinternet.com 
Closing date for entries: 19th July 

See you there! 
 

FOR SALE 
‘Allo ‘Allo set, as 
used by Street 
Theatre 

For full details please see 
Forum or email Bob Price  
rprice936@btinternet.com 

BULLETIN BOARD 

  DON’T FORGET! 
 
SFD MAKE-UP 
TRAINING DAY 

Saturday 3rd July 
10am – 4pm 
Puriton Village Hall 
£10 for SFD members 
£12.50 non-members 
Bring packed lunch 
Ring Di Dean to book 
  01458 250852  
 

  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NB: THERE IS NO SPOTLIGHT IN JULY & AUGUST.  
(THE NEXT ISSUE WILL BE POSTED ON 1ST SEPTEMBER) 
ALL ARTICLES/REVIEWS/LETTERS AND STUFF FOR 
THE BULLETIN BOARD TO BE SENT IN GOOD TIME 
FOR COPY DEADLINE – SATURDAY 21st AUGUST 
Email: editor@somersetdrama.org.uk 
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