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Editorial 
 

PdeG 

Fellowship Committee 
 

Chair   David Jenkins 01278 786501 jenkins630@btinternet.com 

Vice-chair Rod Hancox 01823 480369 rodhanocx@yahoo.co.uk 

Secretary Pat Sollis  01823 490750 pat.sollis1@btinternet.com 

Treasurer Jaqueline Roberts 01458 241374 jaqueline@silverstones.com 

Spotlight  Philip de Glanville 01373 451680 editor@somersetdrama.org.uk 

Membership Joan Jarvis 01278 793726 membership@somersetdrama.org.uk 

Social  Vacancy 

Originals  Vacancy 

Training  Di Dean  01458 250852 thisisdidean@hotmail.com 

Phoebe Rees Anna Bowerman 01643 702473 elaine@ballfield.plus.com 

Cinderella June Jenkins 01278 786501 jenkins630@btinternet.com 

David Beach Pam Price 01935 479633 pam.2000@zen.co.uk 

Youth  Liz Brown 01278 652687 lizbrown532@btinternet.com 

 

Area Representatives 

Mendip  Alex Webb   dnawebb@googlemail.com 

Sedgemoor David Jenkins 01278 786501 jenkins630@btinternet.com 

Sth Somerset (W) Polly Bray 01460 63503 polly@silverstones.com 

Sth Somerset (E) Vacancy   

Taunton Deane Ron Roberts 01458 241374 ron@silverstones.com 

West Somerset Patience Lacy-Smith  

01643 703929 patiencelacysmith@yahoo.com 

    

Deadline for SPOTLIGHT:  15th of preceding month 
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Belonging 
Sometimes I wonder if 
maybe we have shot ourselves  
in the foot by making the new 
website fully accessible to members 
and non-members alike. 

The principle is fine; the SFD exists 
to “promote amateur theatre in 
Somerset”.  We estimate that there 
are over 2000 people around the 
County  who are currently actively 
involved in this hobby of ours and 
who might therefore be interested in 
using the website, and get 
something worthwhile out of it. 
When Spotlight was first launched 
over 10 years ago, this was our 
target audience, but sadly we 
managed to hook only 10% of them.  
The vast majority are presumably 
only dimly aware of the SFD and all 
that it does.   

An attractive website could change 
all that.  But would opening 
ourselves up mean that paid-up SFD 
members would drift away? 

The first stirrings of alarm began 
when I read some of the quotes from 
the questionnaire which I published 
last month: “…Groups of course would 
need to stay as members to enter 
competitions, but I could see no reason 
for me personally to pay to be a 
member.” and “My only concern is 
those non-members, i.e. not paying £10, 
having access to the website…” 

I was reasonably confident this 
would elicit some correspondence for 
the Letters Page, but I waited in vain!  
However there was quite a lot of 
discussion about it at the AGM and 
clearly some members are unhappy 
with the idea of Spotlight being 
available to anyone who wants to 
read it or print it off – even though  in 
the past we have encouraged Club 
Secretaries to pass it around…   

We talked at great length in our 
Website subcommittee about how to 
give established members, and 
potential new members, enough 
‘value’ to make them feel it was 
worth belonging.  Clearly ‘SFD 
concessions’, even though they 
represent a considerable saving (or 
even a profit) for those who go quite 
often to the theatre, aren’t seen by 
everyone as a major benefit.  Nor 
presumably is the opportunity to vote 
at the AGM, or even to stand for 
election!   

We do want you to feel ‘special’, and 
we want you to remain part of the 
SFD for the best possible reason – 
because you approve of what we are 
trying to do and want to support us 
in this.  It isn’t so much your money 
we need, but your involvement and 
your enthusiasm.  The money will 
help of course – your subs will make 
it possible for us to offer you really 
substantial discounts for SFD-
organised events, to offer better deals 
for younger people, even to run some 
Festivals at a loss. 

October 1st is the day your subs are 
due.  Don’t abandon us now! 
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David Jenkins, who has been 
Chairman of the Fellowship this past 
year, welcomed us all and said he was 
going to be very brief since his report of 
the year’s activities had already been 
circulated in the Annual Report.  
Similarly, our Treasurer Jacqueline 
Roberts gave a pithy summary of our 
financial situation.  She said that the 
loss which had appeared in the Annual 
Report  wasn’t actually as bad as it 
seemed and she had whittled it down to 
about £25. All the competitions had 
broken even, or better, but the cost of 
producing and circulating Spotlight had 
consumed almost all the members’ and 
the groups’ subs put together, leaving 
us in a precarious position. 

David then invited Philip de Glanville to 
address the members on the thorny 
subject of the future of Spotlight and 
plans for the Website. 

Philip made it clear that the SFD 
Committee had listened to what the 
members were telling us about wanting 
Spotlight to continue and he assured us 
that it would remain at the heart of the 
new website and would continue to be 
a monthly round-up of all the important 
developments going on in the SFD.  
It would be in a printable format, laid 
out in much the same way as it is now, 
and it was hoped that Clubs would 

make printed copies available every 
month to distribute to those SFD  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

members whom they knew had no 
means of accessing it on-line.  

The website however would mean that it 
could also be read by non-members.  He 
felt that that was very much in line with 
the SFD’s remit which was to “promote 
amateur theatre throughout Somerset” 
and to reach out to the rest of the two to 
three thousand people actively involved 
in amateur drama. 

He went on to point out that the new 
website would have a lot more in it than 
just Spotlight.  He hoped that it would be 
a valuable recruitment tool for member 
groups, since casual browsers looking 
for information would be able to see 
“What’s On” as well as being able to 
look at the Fellowship Map and find out 
about the groups in their area, via links 
to their own websites where these have 
been set up.   

In order to use the rest of the site, users 
would have to log on, which would mean 
we could keep in touch with them, but 
this would give them access to 
Masterclasses, the SFD Diary for twelve 
months ahead, the Forum, where we 
hope there will be lively discussions on 
all sorts of theatre-related topics, and 
the Gallery, where each group will have 
their own page and will be able to post 
up to 20 of their best pics. 

He said that since we were using a 
professional designer from Somerton  

Computing it would look extremely sleek 
and sophisticated, and that work had 
already started. 

In answer to questions from the floor, he 
said that the build cost would be in the 
region of £3.5K, which would use up 
nearly half of our reserve funds, but that 
the annual hosting charge would be just 
£195.  There would be four people 
managing the various elements of the 
website – Joan Jarvis (Membership and 
Documentation), Roger Price (Diary and 
What’s On), Sherry Briggs (Forum and 
Gallery) and himself as Editor of 
Spotlight and related pages. 

There was an enormous amount of work 
to be done between now and launch 
date which he was confident would be 
1

st
 January, and we would be writing to 

groups very shortly to try and get 
information and pictures from them.  He 
would also need to find able exponents 
to write the Masterclasses which he 
hoped would build up as a useful 
archive.  

After a lot of discussion of points raised 
from the floor, including the suggestion 
that Spotlight be emailed monthly to 
those who wanted this, the members 
present seemed reasonably happy with 
the plans as outlined, though concerns 
were raised that some members might 
leave the SFD if they could now get 
everything they wanted for free. 

Philip said that he hoped people would 
remain in the organisation because they 
were proud to be part of it, and 
supportive of its goals.  It would be 
extremely sad if people gave up their 
membership just to save themselves 
£10.  We would continue to do 
everything we could to make them feel 
valued.  

David Jenkins then rattled though the 
elections.  He said that Philip de Glanville 
was standing down as Vice-chair so as to 
be able to concentrate on the website and 
Rod Hancox was elected to replace him. 
There were no other changes in the 
Committee except that we are still waiting 
to confirm a new Area Rep for Mendip 
and South Somerset (E) is vacant 
because sadly Kate Kirkpatrick has stood 
down.  

Subscriptions would remain at £10 for 
members (£15 for joint members) and 
Competition fees would remain at £20.  
From the floor Freddie Greenop proposed 
that subs should be raised to £12.50 but 
was unable to find anyone prepared to 
second this so no vote was taken.  

David Jenkins said that neither of the 
recipients for the Pat Hudson Award (for 
services to Youth Theatre) or the Sybil 
Thorndike Trophy (for outstanding 
contribution to amateur theatre) could be 
present that evening so he hoped to 
make the awards at the Phoebe Rees 
presentation evening on October 23

rd
. 

 

After the meeting we were much 
entertained by members of Wells’ Little 
Theatre with a short synopsis by Ken 
Edmonds of his witty new musical Good 
Gods interspersed with songs from the 
show, which had been performed at the 
Little Theatre to great acclaim this 
summer.  It was highly enjoyable!   

We then returned to the bar for a 
sumptious buffet supper, followed by a 
Quiz arranged by Richard Wright.. 

All in all, a thoroughly good evening and 
apparently much enjoyed by everyone.   

That alone was surely worth £10 of 

anyone’s money…          Ed  

AGM Report 
We had a good crowd for this year’s AGM which was held in 

the Little Theatre in Wells.  32 people came and 16 people 

sent their apologies. We were very well fed and entertained 
and everyone clearly enjoyed themselves. 
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A Fresh Start 
Within each of the SFD 

competitions there is a set pattern 

to the year’s worth of achievement.  

In the Cinderella Competition the 
start to our year is a mid-summer 

meeting where we review our 

methods and agree procedures for 
the coming Season. Early this past 

August we gathered for the usual 

sort-out but the unusual factor was 

that I was able to think back on 
what I and my colleagues had 

learned. They were invited to reflect 

on this first year of myself as 
Moderator and themselves within 

the team and to suggest 

improvements. We resolved to set a 
new tone. In essence, the aim is to 

make the competition more open 

and explain where the strengths – 

and the necessary limitations – of 
the scheme lie. 

 

We determined to explain the 
details of the system and believe 

that this has not been done before, 

to the best of my memory. The bulk 
of the remainder of this article is 

therefore to explain to all  

 

 

pantomime participants the elements 

on which the competition is being 
judged. Knowing this detail should 

help directors, producers and players 

alike to be more focussed on one of 
the Fellowship’s main aims, to 

improve standards of achievement 

and an increased sense of reward at 
participating. 

The team’s individual responsibilities 

are unchanged, of course. The Code 
of Practice is clear on what we have 

to do. The Moderator will be 

responsible for marking productions and 
noting potential nominations. This will be 

indicative of the quality of the production 

as seen at the performance he or she 
attended.  The Moderator also monitors 

the Adjudicators’ marks and reports to 

ensure that they meet the necessary 

standard with regard to the objectives of 
the Fellowship. The Adjudicator’s prime 

responsibility is to attend the 

productions assigned. They will be 
expected to provide a supportive, 

encouraging but ‘educational’ report of 

the performance seen. Reports must 

also discuss any problems seen. The 
adjudication must be presented to the 

entrants in an easy-to-read format. 
 

The Elements of the 
Cinderella Competition 
Elsewhere in this article has been 

set out the elements which make up 

the areas of assessment in each of 
the nine ‘disciplines’ of pantomime. 

They are based on a detailed 

briefing received by yours truly from 

the Godfather of modern Somerset 
Panto, David Beach. They set out 

the pattern of assessment but it 

should not be inferred that all such 
elements have got to be present: a 

script that omits any aspect does not 

necessarily fail, because, obviously, 
its non-marking does not affect the 

‘average’ mark achieved.    

Most elements are self-explanatory, 
but brief words on some aspects of 

‘direction’ may prove helpful. A good 

director can be creative in different 
ways. He or she may well not have 

many original ideas but above all will 

inject bounce and tightness to a 

production. There’s nothing wrong 
with traditional bits of business 

provided they are slick and work 

well.  

Pace can dull the senses if it is slow 
or unchanging but it is a useful  

tool if varied to suit the nature of the 

scene. Again, pace can drop if scene 
changes are not quick: an audience 

gets restive if left to its own devices!  

Acting should be confident and good 

cue-bite is the sign of a well-

rehearsed production.  Above all, all 

players must be clearly heard.  

The stage picture can make or mar a 

scene if the principals are not well-
positioned when saying something 

important or if opposing factions are 

not clearly defined where space 
allows.  

Most groups are so aware of the 

value of making full use of all 
entrances to the auditorium that it is 

only missed opportunities that can 

lose marks. Any group or director 
wishing to learn a more detailed 

breakdown of these elements may 

request a copy of the ‘Marking Guide 

for Adjudicators’ from the Co-
ordinator. 

SHALL WE PANT 
 - OH YES, WE WILL!     

SHALL WE PANTOMIME? 
           Part One 
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On these pages is an indication of 

performance marking scales to 

guide the team. The alternative 
grades at 16 – 19 allow for 

retrograde evaluation as a Season 

progresses.  For example one 
grades something as ‘high 

standard’ at an early performance 

only to realise later that the general 

standard in the County has 
improved and one adjusts the 

marking.  

 
We are instructed as follows:  

“Please grade your nominations 

(against normal, Somerset, 
expectations):  

8 (good) – Recommended, 

deserves a mention  

9 (very good) – Better than that, 
very high standard  

10 (outstanding) – Rare!” 

Be assured that ‘normal, Somerset’ 
standards are steadily improving. 

 

In next month’s article, we shall 
discuss the tone of adjudications, 

the different aim of my reports in 

Spotlight, the function of the 

Feedback Form and this coming 
Season’s team names.  I hope also 

to commence an essay on the 

traditions of pantomime some of 
which date back to previous 

centuries! 

 

                          Ron Roberts 
Moderator, Cinderella Trophy 

 

CINDERELLA  TROPHY 

COMPETITION ELEMENTS 

Within each category each aspect is to 

be marked out of the appropriate total 

mark (as shown) and an average mark 

achieved to be entered in the summary. 

Any aspect not represented in the 

pantomime being marked should be left 

blank on this page. 

DIRECTION  (20 Marks)                                   
Creativity 
Pace 
Acting 

Stage picture and Use of space  

MUSIC  (20 Marks)                                   
Accompaniment 
Choice of music 
Chorus singing 

Principals’ singing 

Original music and words 

CHOREOGRAPHY (10 Marks) 
Attack, Variety, Originality 

Chorus movement  

Junior movement 

Principals                                                                            

Speciality dancing 

COMEDY  (15 Marks)                                   
Stand-up 
Knockabout 
Slapstick 

Set gags 

Running gags 

                                                                              

VILLAINY (5 Marks) 
Mr Nasty 

 

Mrs Nasty 

Young Villain 

Vocal control 

Rapport with “Good”                                                                            

Control of audience 

 

ROMANCE (5 Marks) 
Style of Principal Boy 

Style of Principal Girl 

Unity of love scenes 

 

SUPERNATURAL (5 Marks) 
Good Fairy 

Male Goody 

Young Good Fairy 

Rapport with “Good”                                                                            

Control of audience 

 
COSTUME & MAKE-UP (10 Marks) 

Costume:  

Dame 

Other Principals  

Chorus 

Children 

Headgear, Footwear  

Animal skins 

MakeUp:  

Face painting 

Hair/Wigs/masks 

 
STAGE MANAGEMENT (10 Marks)             
Design of set                                                          

Props                                                                      

Continuity of scene changes                                   

Noise of scene changes                                           

Lighting                                                                   

Sound  

Cueing 

Special Effects (sound and visual) 

 

MARKING SCALES: 
  

 

    PERFORMANCE 

out of  20    :   15  :  10  :  5     

DESCRIPTION 

Adequate           

     9          6       3      1     

Weak ability, no enthusiasm                       

                              10          7        4      1    

Weak ability but keen                                  

 

Run of the mill to please a local 

audience    

   11         8        5      1  

Fair ability but unconfident               

 12         9        6      1     

Fair ability, confident, but some errors         

    13         9        6      2    

Adequate ability but unconfident                        

                          14        10        7      2    

Adequate ability, confident, some errors 

15       10        7      2     

Adequate ability, confident 

 

Please any audience    

   16      11        8      3-  

Good ability some errors               

 17      12       8     3+     

Good ability 

    18       13      9      4-    

High standards, minor technical faults                        

                           19      14        9      4+ 

High standards, minor technical faults 

 

Would grace a professional stage 

   20      15        10      5   

Very good talent, attack, diction and style 

– all round excellence 
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October 6th-10th 
FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 
by Joseph Stein 
Strode Productions 
Strode Theatre, Street at 7.30pm 
This well-known musical tells the story of 
Tevye and his family, a traditional Jewish 
family living in Tsarist Russia. Includes 
songs such as “If I were A Rich Man”, 
“Match Maker”, “Sunrise, Sunset” and 
“The Sabbath Prayer”   
Directed by Mike Linham  
BOX OFFICE: 01458 442846  
David Beach entry 

SFD concessions 

October 8th-10th 
SAND CASTLES 
by Bob Larby
St Gregory Players 
Williams Hall, Stoke S G at 7.30pm 
Two couples return each year to use their 
beach huts, regarding the surrounding area  
as their cosy fiefdom. Along comes a 
"renter" with his nubile nieces who just 
want to have fun in the sun.... 
Directed by Jane Wilkinson  
BOX OFFICE: 01823 490240  
Phoebe Rees entry 

October 7th-10th 
THE FULL MONTY 
by David Yazber & Terrance 
McNally
Frome Operatic Society 
Memorial Theatre, Frome at 7.30pm 
Saturday matinee at 2.30pm 
Adapted from the film of the same name, this 
very funny musical tells the tale of six out of 
work and out of shape men prepared to do 
‘the full monty’.
Directed by Claudia Pepler-Berry  
BOX OFFICE: 01373 462795  
David Beach entry 

October 14th-17th 
A MURDER HAS BEEN ARRANGED 
by Emlyn Williams 
Wells Little Theatre 
Little Theatre, Wells at 7.30pm 
Sir Jasper, eccentric and author, who delves 
into the mystical, holds a dinner party. 
Should he die before 11pm his nephew 
Maurice will inherit his vast fortune. A 
unique thriller.  
Directed by Gerald Eyers  
BOX OFFICE: 01749 672280  
Phoebe Rees entry 

Friday 23rd October 

PHOEBE REES 
PRESENTATION EVENING 

Taunton Racecourse from 6.45pm 

Drinks in the “Owners and Trainers Bar” 
followed by dinner and presentations in the 
“Paddock Gallery” from 7.30pm. A slide 
show of pics from the productions will run 
throughout the evening so please send your 
best to Anna Bowerman asap 
Dress: Posh 
Cost: £20 per head 
Book tickets through your Club contact. 

October 28th-31st 
TIME & TIME AGAIN 
by Alan Ayckbourn 
West Huntspill Players 
Balliol Hall, West Huntspill at 7.45pm 
A suburban comedy of misunderstanding 
about a sports fanatic, his fiancee, his 
lecherous boss and a man who holds 
conversations with a garden gnome…  
Directed by Vour Orchard  
BOX OFFICE: 01278 785651  
Phoebe Rees entry 

October 28th-31st 
FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 
by Joseph Stein 
Weston Operatic Society 
Playhouse Theatre, W.s.M at 7.30pm 
The story of Tevye and his Jewish family set 
in Anatevka during the rise of anti-semitism. 
Wonderful lyrics including “If I Were A Rich 
Man” and “Tradition”.  Be sure to see it.  
Directed by Owen James  
BOX OFFICE: 01934 645544  
David Beach entry 

Saturday 7th November  

SFD YOUTH FESTIVAL 

Regal Theatre, Minehead 
Four plays – one session, from 3pm 
Adjudicated by Sally Noble 
See page 16 for details. 

November 10th-14th 
DAISY PULLS IT OFF 
by Denise Deegan 
Taunton Thespians 
Tacchi Morris Arts Centre at 7.45pm 
Saturday matinee at 2.30pm 
A gloriously witty parody about life at a 
‘gels’ boarding school. Daisy overcomes 
many tribulations to save the lives of arch-
enemies, find the treasure and become the 
toast of Grangewood. 
Directed by Mike Gilbert  
BOX OFFICE: 01823 414141  
Phoebe Rees entry 

SFD Concessions 

November 19th-21st 
ONE FLEW OVER 
THE CUCKOO’S NEST 
by Dale Wasserman 
Street Theatre 
Strode Theatre, Street at 7.30pm 
The story of life in a 1960s American mental 
asylum.  A host of neurotics are controlled by 
the “Big Nurse”, the dominating force of their 
emasculated and seemingly inescapable world.   
Directed by Peter Wintle  
BOX OFFICE: 01458 442846  
Phoebe Rees entry 

November 19th-21st 
THE GOOD OLD DAYS 
Minehead Dramatic Society 
Regal Theatre, Minehead at 7.30pm 
Come along and join us for a fun filled couple 
of hours and take yourself back to "The Good 
Old Days". A positive plethora of tantalizing, 
terpsichorean tapping - 
(that's dancing to you, madam!) And if you 
come in period costume you could win a 
prize! 
Directed by Rosie Paterson  
BOX OFFICE: 01643 706430  

November 24th-28th 
THE LIKES OF US 
by Andrew Lloyd Webber & Tim Rice 
Polden Productions 
Edington Village Hall at 7.30pm
Saturday matinee at 2.30pm 
The first musical collaboration between Tim 
Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber, this is the life 
story of Dr Barnardo whose crusade was to 
rescue children living on the streets of London. 
Directed by Brian Buttle  
BOX OFFICE: 01278 723095  
David Beach entry 

 WHAT’S ON 
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Friday 23rd October

PHOEBE REES
PRESENTATION EVENING

Taunton Racecourse from 6.45pm

Drinks in the “Owners and Trainers Bar” 
followed by dinner and presentations in the 
“Paddock Gallery” from 7.30pm. A slide 
show of pics from the productions will run 
throughout the evening so please send your 
best to Anna Bowerman asap
Dress: Posh
Cost: £20 per head
Book tickets through your Club contact.

Saturday 7thSaturday 7Saturday 7  November 

SFD YOUTH FESTIVAL

Regal Theatre, Minehead
Four plays – one session, from 3pm
Adjudicated by Sally Noble
See page 16 for details.
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BEST PRODUCTION 

Taunton Thespians 

An Ideal Husband 

Street Theatre 

‘Allo ‘Allo 

Ilminster Entertainments Society 

Double Death 

Barnstormers 

The Ghost Train 

Barnstormers 

See How They Run 

 

BEST DIRECTION 

Sylvia Felgett 

Taunton Thespians 

An Ideal Husband 

Karen Trevis 

Street Theatre 

Humble Boy 

Andrew Baber 

Street Theatre 

Blood Wedding 

Rachel Hunt 

Ilminster Entertainments Society 

Double Death 

Norman Stanley 

Barnstormers 

The Ghost Train 

Elaine Ross 

Barnstormers 

See How They Run 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ian White 

Swan Theatre 

My Zinc Bed 

Lynne Wooldridge 

Minehead Dramatic Society 

How The Other Half Loves 

Richard Wright 

Wells Little Theatre 

How The Other Half Loves 

 

CHALLENGE TROPHY 

Taunton Thespians 

Talking Heads 

Taunton Thespians 

London Assurance 

Wells Little Theatre 

How The Other Half Loves 

Street Theatre 

‘Allo ‘Allo 

 

ARTISTIC IMPRESSION 

Street Theatre 

Blood Wedding 

Barnstormers 

See How They Run 

Swan Theatre 

My Zinc Bed 

 

 
 

 

 

ACTOR IN A LEADING ROLE 

Steve Taylor as Desmond Donahue 

West Huntspill Players 

A Foot In The Door 

Bryan Hallett as Lord Goring 

Taunton Thespians 

An Ideal Husband 

Rob Prince as Felix Humble 

Street Theatre 

Humble Boy 

Dave Goodall as Hercule Poirot 

Taunton Thespians 

Black Coffee 

Bryan Hallett as Paul Peplow 

Swan Theatre 

My Zinc Bed 

Chris Williamson as Max/Ashley Hennessy 

Ilminster Entertainments Society 

Double Death 

Clive Wooldridge as Frank Foster 

Minehead Dramatic Society 

How The Other Half Loves  

Richard Walters as Alfred 

CUDOS 

Stranded 

 

ACTRESS IN A LEADING ROLE 

Jenny Hancock as Flora Humble 

Street Theatre 

Humble Boy 

Karen Trevis as Marquise de Merteuil 

Swan Theatre 

Les Liaisons Dangereuse 

Felicity Forrester as Lalla Kershaw 

Ilminster Entertainments Society 

Double Death 

Jenny Warwick as Penelope Toop 

Barnstormers 

See How They Run 

Anne Scullard as Fiona Foster 

Wells Little Theatre 

How The other Half Loves 

Rachel Butcher as Sylvia 

Civic Players 

Curtain Up on Murder 

Mags Chadbourne as Mother 

Street Theatre 

Blood Wedding  

Jane Edwards as Lady Gay Spanker 

Taunton Thespians 

London Assurance 

ACTOR IN SUPPORTING ROLE 

Neil Howiantz as George Pye 

Street Theatre 

Humble Boy 

Lu Lanfranchi as Bertorelli 

Street Theatre 

‘Allo ‘Allo  

Tony Leach as Meddle 

Taunton Thespians 

London Assurance  

Neil Wilson as Clive Winton 

Barnstormers 

See How They Run 

Derek Bourne as Harry 

CUDOS 

Curtain Up On Murder 

 

ACTRESS IN A SUPPORTING ROLE 

Angela Bell as Servant 

Street Theatre 

Blood Wedding 

Anne Dowsey as Barbara Amory 

Taunton Thespians 

Black Coffee 

Olwen Herridge as Helga 

Street Theatre 

‘Allo ‘Allo  

Tina Cook as Mary Featherstone 

Minehead Dramatic Society 

How The Other Half Loves  

Pauline Withers as Moppet 

Civic Players 

Curtain Up On Murder 

Kris McNeill as Miss Skillon 

Barnstormers 

See How They Run 

 

CAMEO (MALE) 

Derek Bourne as Waiter 

Swan Theatre 

The Servant Of Two Masters 

Marck Pearlstone as Adolphus Sparker 

Taunton Thespians 

London Assurance 

Tony Venn as Phipps 

Taunton Thespians 

An Ideal Husband 

Joe Williams as the Drunken Man 

CUDOS 

Stranded 

Phoebe Rees Nominations 
Here’s this year’s nomination list – the winners will be 
announced at the Presentation Evening at Taunton 

Racecourse on Friday 23rd October, from 6.45pm 
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CAMEO (FEMALE) 

Martha Harley as Emilie 

Swan Theatre 

Les Liaisons Dangereuse 

Jenny Warwick as Elizabeth 1 

Barnstormers 

1066 & All That 

YOUTH UNDER 21 (MALE) 

Nick Taylor as Dan 

West Huntspill Players 

Night Must Fall 

Joe Stuckey as D’Artagnan 

Ilminster Entertainments Society 

The Three Musketeers 

YOUTH UNDER 21 (FEMALE) 

Danielle Critchley as Georgie 

CUDOS 

Stranded 

YOUTH UNDER 16  

Corey Stuckey as Planchett 

Ilminster Entertainments Society 

The Three Musketeers 

Megan Taylor as Julia 

Swan Theatre 

A Murder Is Announced 

Henry Payne as Reggie Boggis 

Ilminster Entertainments Society 

Accrington Pals 

CREATIVE SET DESIGN 

Street Theatre 

Humble Boy 

Civic Players 

Season’s Greetings 

Street Theatre 

Blood Wedding 

Barnstormers 

The Ghost Train 

Swan Theatre 

My Zinc Bed 

West Huntspill Players 

Night Must Fall 

Civic Players 

Curtain Up On Murder 

 

 

 

SET CONSTRUCTION 

Swan Theatre 

A Murder Is Announced 

Swan Theatre 

The Servant Of Two Masters 

Street Theatre 

‘Allo ‘Allo 

Barnstormers 

See How They Run 

Wells Little Theatre 

How The Other Half Loves 

 

LIGHTING 

Street Theatre 

Humble Boy 

Swan Theatre 

My Zinc Bed 

 

COSTUMES 

Ilminster Entertainments Society 

The Three Musketeers 

Taunton Thespians 

An Ideal Husband 

Barnstormers 

1066 & All That 

Street Theatre 

Blood Wedding 

Street Theatre 

‘Allo ‘Allo  

West Huntspill Players 

Night Must Fall 

Taunton Thespians 

London Assurance 

Barnstormers 

See How They Run 

 

STAGE MANAGEMENT 

Swan Theatre 

Les Liaisons Dangereuse 

Street Theatre 

‘Allo ‘Allo  

Taunton Thespians 

London Assurance 

 

 

PROPS 

West Huntspill Players 

A Foot In The Door 

Swan Theatre 

The servant Of Two Masters 

Civic Players 

Season’s Greetings 

Street Theatre 

‘Allo ‘Allo 

West Huntspill Players 

Night Must Fall  

Wells Little Theatre 

How The Other Half Loves 

 

SOUND 

West Huntspill Players 

A Foot In The Door 

Street Theatre 

‘Allo ‘Allo 

Ilminster Entertainments Society 

Double Death 

Street Theatre 

Blood Wedding 

 

EFFECTS 

No nominationse 

 
To find out who won what 

don’t forget to order your 

tickets through your Club 

Contact, or direct from Anna 

Bowerman 01460 57857 
(annabowerman4@aol.com) 

for a splendid evening at 

Taunton Racecourse on 

Friday 23rd October. Drinks in 
the “Owners & Trainers Bar” 

from 6.45pm.  Dinner and 

presentations at 7.30pm 

Scriptwriting 
 

Di Dean is looking for more 

people to attend the Script 

Writing Course she has arranged 

on Saturday 28th November 

from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. at 

Ruishton Village Hall (just off 

Junction 25 of the M5 at 

Taunton). 
 

The course tutor will be Adam Peck from 

Bristol who is very experienced in this 

field. He regularly teaches a Writing for 

Theatre course for 12 - 18 year olds at 

the Bristol Old Vic, and playwriting course 

for adults called WordPlay with his own 

company, FairGround.   

Adam normally tries to combine theory 

and writing exercises to keep participants 

interested and also gets people 

performing or reading other participants 

work.. 

This will be a full day's graft, but very 

informative both for people with some 

experience and for those of you wishing 

to get started on script writing and, 

hopefully, very enjoyable too. 

The maximum number is 14 to give each 

participant good instruction, but we do 

need a minimum of 8-10 to make it 

viable, so please get in touch right away 

if you might be interested.  

The cost will be £20 for the day. 

E-mail me at thisisdidean@hotmail.com 

or phone me on 01458 250852 to book 

your place and for further details. 
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Youth Theatre 
Liz Brown previews the forthcoming Festival… 
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The SFD 

Youth Drama Festival 
 

Saturday November 7th   

The Regal Theatre, Minehead 

Adjudicator Sally Noble 

4 plays - 1 session - from 3pm 

Tickets £6.50     

Concessions £5.50 (students 

and SFD members) 

Tickets available from  

The Regal Box Office  

01643 706430 
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Minehead Youth Theatre present 
Grace by Richard Conlon.   
This is one of the plays written for the New 
Chapters Project facilitated and co-ordinated 
by Take Art.  The play has been written by 
the cast in collaboration with writer 
Richard Conlon. 

Grace is traveling with her 
grand-daughter the few 
yards along the sea front to 
a new home in an old folks 
residence.  However it 
proves to be the journey of a 
lifetime as memories and 
people from the past crowd 
her mind.  The sea has 
formed the back drop to all 
the main events in Grace's 
life and still exerts its 
mystical pull. 
  
Bradford Players from 
Bradford on Tone are 
celebrating their silver 
jubilee this year and the 
vibrant youth section are 
very keen to take part in the 
Festival with their offering of 
David Campton's What Are You Doing 
Here?.   

A kindness given will be passed on, but 
this play shows that the same is true for 
acts of anger and aggression. 
  
Warehouse Youth Theatre from Ilminster 
will present a devised piece inspired by 
colours.  Characters and scenes have been 
built through discussion and they follow a 
group of friends as they make plans for a  
 

 

 

 
 
 

night out trick or treating.  This seasonal  
offering explores the activities and concerns 
of children during Halloween.  The mixed 
cast of both experienced young performers 
and first timers of all age groups from 8-16 
have been involved in writing the play. 
  
St Gregory Youth Theatre also present a 

play from the 
New Chapters 
project.  A Place 
Where Time 
Connects written 
by Richard 
Conlon in 
association with 
the entire cast.   

Glastonbury Tor 
is a very special 
place full of 
magic, 
mystic and myth 
especially on 
midsummer 
morning.  
Witness first 
hand just a few 
of the many 

traumatic life changing decisions that might 
have been made there over the centuries. 
  
 PLEASE SUPPORT THESE YOUTH 
THEATRE GROUPS ON SATURDAY 
NOVEMBER 7th 

ALL THEIR HARD WORK DESERVES A 
GOOD AUDIENCE AND THREE OF THE 
PLAYS ARE NEW WORKS. 

N.B.  The exact order of performance will be 
announced later. 

 

Letters 
 

Voices, Echoes, Mischief 

and Escape 

Join us on Saturday 17
th

 October at the 
Tacchi Morris Arts Centre for a showcase 
event celebrating performance work created 
by young people across Somerset.  Over 70 
performers aged between 9-21 years will 
feature in this spectacular mixed bill.  Youth 
theatres from Minehead, Bridgwater Arts 
Centre, The Merlin Frome and Stoke St 
Gregory will present four startling new 
plays.  These four short pieces are the 
products of the leaps of imagination and 
creative faith, which have been made by the 
young people performing in them and 
working closely alongside writer Richard 
Conlon.  Add to that mix the inimitable 
Strode Youth Theatre from Street who will 
provide an exciting blend of satirical multi-
media mischief.  And finally, be astounded 
by the amazing Parkour group, Escape, from 
Taunton, who will give us a taste of their 
latest performance work.  
This project is co-ordinated by Take Art. 
For more information contact 
becci@takeart.org or call 01460 249450. 
Tickets £6.50/£4.00 concessions 
Box Office 01823 414141  
 www.tacchi-morris.com 

Liz Brown 

Youth Coordinator 

 

A Question and Taste 

There was a totally different scenario for 

Stoke St Gregory's Annual Drama Quiz 

which was held in July.  This year 

instead of being held in the pub, we 

were treated to, (I say treated, but we 

had to pay for it!) a very tasty meal at the 

new hall, followed by a very entertaining 

quiz hosted by Mervyn Brown.   

Nine teams took part - West Huntspill, 

Taunton Thespians (two teams), CATS, 

CUDOS, Bradford, Creaky Coach Co. 

and Warts !n All and last but certainly not 

least, a team from the SFD committee. 

I won't bore you with the scores except to 

say CUDOS won with a score with 117 

points followed by Thespians with 112 

points and, in third place, Bradford with 

104 points. 

The evening was ably organised by Terry 

Finn and club members and special 

thanks should go to the ladies who 

prepared a truly mouthwatering repast. 
David Jenkins 

SFD Chairman 
 

Value for money 

Thank you for your excellent talk at Saturday’s 

SFD AGM. 
I was able to understand how you had tried 

very hard to address the issue of value for 

money for members versus non-members 
when using the new website.   

If the committee want to keep up paid 
membership for individuals, then a password 

protected level with access to a world of 
creativity, news, forums, members ads would 

give them something more than just the 

satisfaction of supporting financially a great 
organisation in the furtherance of its work.   

The e-mailed Spotlight was another attractive 
idea that came from the floor. 

Brenda Mandjiez 

Roadwater Players 



 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BULLETIN BOARD 

       NEXT MONTH’s SPOTLIGHT  
ALL ARTICLES/REVIEWS/LETTERS AND STUFF FOR 
THE BULLETIN BOARD TO BE SENT IN GOOD TIME 
FOR COPY DEADLINE – THURSDAY 15th OCTOBER 

Email: editor@somersetdrama.org.uk
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DESPERATELY  
SEEKING…. 

We"re seeking here 

We"re seeking there  

We"re seeking almost 

everywhere. 

Will we find one? 

We don"t know - 

A Director for our panto show. 

Can you take charge  

And lead the cast? 

Have you experience  

In your past? 

The work is hard  

The hours are long  

You"ll be working for a song. 

To find out more  

Pick up the phone and call me 

now  

!cause I"m at home. 

(Actually I may not be, but you 

can always leave a message!) 

Rowena Wallace,  
Somerton Dramatic Society 
01458 272844 

BULLETIN BOARD

       NEXT MONTH’s SPOTLIGHT 
ALL ARTICLES/REVIEWS/LETTERS AND STUFF FOR 
THE BULLETIN BOARD TO BE SENT IN GOOD TIME 
FOR COPY DEADLINE – THURSDAY 15– th OCTOBER

Email: editor@somersetdrama.org.uk

DESPERATELY 
SEEKING….SEEKSEEK

We"re seeking here

We"re seeking there 

We"re seeking almost 

everywhere.

Will we find one?

We don"t know -

A Director for our panto show.

Can you take charge 

And lead the cast?

Have you experience 

In your past?

The work is hard 

The hours are long 

You"ll be working for a song.

To find out more 

Pick up the phone and call me 

now 

!cause I"m at home.

(Actually I may not be, but you 

can always leave a message!)

Rowena Wallace,

Somerton Dramatic Society
01458 272844


