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Fellowship Committee 
 

Chair   David Jenkins 01278 786501 june.davidjenkins@talktalk.net 

Vice-chair Di Dean  01458 250852 thisisdidean@hotmail.com 

Secretary Pat Sollis  01823 490750 pat.sollis1@btinternet.com 

Treasurer Monica Nicholls 01458 272023 nichomo@hollman61.orangehome.co.uk 

Spotlight  Philip de Glanville 01373 451680 editor@somersetdrama.org.uk 

Membership Sherry Briggs 01458 273476 membership@somersetdrama.org.uk  

Presentations Di Dean  01458 250852 thisisdidean@hotmail.com 

Originals  Jane Edwards 01823 322440 originals@somersetdrama.org.uk 

County Drama Philip de Glanville 01373 451680 editor@somersetdrama.org.uk 

Training  Vacancy  

Phoebe Rees Anna Bowerman 01460 57857 annabowerman4@aol.com 

Cinderella Sam Nicol 01278 765912 myzscha@aol.com 

David Beach Sandra Pittwood  01460 67481 sandra@spittwood.orangehome.co.uk 

Youth  Vacancy 

 

Area Representatives 

Mendip  Philip de Glanville 07980 010997 pmdeglanville@btinternet.com 

Sedgemoor David Jenkins 01278 786501 june.davidjenkins@talktalk.net 

Sth Somerset (W) Polly Bray 01460 63503 polly@silverstones.com 

Sth Somerset (E) Vacancy  

Taunton Deane Ron Roberts 01458 241374 ron@silverstones.com 

West Somerset Chris de Vere Hunt  01643862584 crdvh@btinternet.com  
 

Deadline for SPOTLIGHT:  21st of preceding month 
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Editorial 
Chins Up  
It’s depressing, isn’t it!   
No, I’m not talking about the  
avalanche of budget cuts, the 
rising tide of unemployment, and 
the double-dip recession which is 
threatening to swamp us all.   
OK, that’s bad enough - but what’s 
really bothering me at the moment 
is the precarious state of the SFD.  
Coming hard on the heels of the 
suggestion in my editorial last 
month, that I’d like to ditch 
Spotlight this year, is the news that 
other members of the ‘old guard’ are 
also getting tired and disillusioned.   
Sherry Briggs, our Membership 
Secretary, is thoroughly fed up with 
chasing subs throughout December 
and January, particularly since 
unexpected family commitments 
have meant she has had to be away 
for much of this crucial period.  
Perhaps it is because she hasn’t been 
around as much as usual, to chivvy 
people, but membership numbers 
are falling – we won’t know quite 
how far until right at the end of 
January (subs deadline was 31.1.12).     
Anyway, as you will see from In 
Brief in this issue, Sherry has 
decided to resign at this year’s 
AGM, and so has Monica Nicholls, 
our Treasurer.  

We are desperately in need of an 
infusion of new blood on the SFD 
Committee, if the organisation is to 
survive.  We were warned of this 
danger 15 years ago, at the meeting at 
which we first discussed becoming 
independent.  I well remember David 
Beach standing up and saying: “It is 
all very well for a bunch of well-
intentioned enthusiasts to say ‘let’s 
do it’ but what happens when that 
enthusiasm wanes..?” 
It is not all doom and gloom.  There 
are encouraging green shoots 
popping up here and there.   
Jane Edwards has successfully 
recruited three directors and is 
hoping that the Original Play Festival 
will go ahead at the Warehouse 
Theatre in Ilminster on Saturday 3rd 
March . 
The entries for County Drama are 
more numerous this time than they 
have been for many a year, and we 
shall have three full sessions at the 
Princess Theatre in Burnham at the 
end of March – see the March issue. 
And I’m very pleased to announce 
that we are going ahead with a 
Training Day for New Directors in 
May (see page 8), providing we get 
enough people interested.  
There are plenty of extremely able, 
talented and committed people in the 
SFD’s member groups, with soaring 
imaginations and phenomenal 
organisational skills. Now is the time 
for new ones to come forward and 
say: “I can do that”.   Actually, the 
future of the SFD is depending on it..  
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  IN BRIEF 
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The ‘David Beach’ 
Nominations – here they are; the 
cream of this year’s crop of musicals, carefully 
selected by the DB Panel.  Come and find out 
who-won-what at the Presentation Evening on 
Saturday 10th March – see What’s On for details   

 

 
Selected jottings from the last 
SFD Committee Meeting held on 
Wednesday 11th January.  

The Committee noted Philipʼs 
position vis-a-vis Spotlight which 
he had published in his Editorial in 
the January issue, and they were 
sympathetic. Those unable to 
attend the meeting had emailed 
their comments.  Philip pointed 
out however that, since the SFDʼs 
Constitution specified a monthly 
magazine as the Fellowshipʼs 
means of communicating with its 
members, he was committed to 
continuing it until the next AGM.  It 
was agreed that all of its important 
content could be published on the 
website, but concern was 
expressed about those members 
who were unable to access the 
internet.  Philip said that it was 
easy enough to copy and paste 
information from the News page, 
and from other pages where 
appropriate, and to print this out 
on A4 pages, like the original SFD 
Newsletter, for dissemination to 
those who wanted it.  All agreed 
that this was very much less 
satisfactory than having an A5 
format magazine to read on line or 
in the hand, but that unless the 
number of people downloading 
Spotlight increased a lot, the effort 
of putting it together every month 
couldnʼt really be justified.   

 
We have also heard from Sherry 
Briggs and Monica Nicholls, neither 
of whom were intending to continue 
as, respectively, Membership Sec 
or Treasurer with effect from the 
2012 AGM.   

Jane Edwards said that there were 
three plays currently in rehearsal 
for the Original Play Festival. 
However we have since heard that 
our Adjudicator had been unable to 
accommodate the date change and 
it has been impossible to find a 
replacement.  At least two of the 
plays will be performed at the 
County Drama Festival instead.   

The David Beach Presentation 
Evening was booked for Saturday 
10th March at the County Cricket 
Club. There would be three 
courses at a charge of £26 a head 
(paid-up SFD members £24). 
Nominated under- 21s £15, other 
under 21s £17.   

There were nine provisional entries 
for the County Drama Festival  this 
year – six adult and three youth 
teams. More news in March issue. 

The survey conducted by the CTC 
Panel about “In The Frame” had 
shown that no one was happy with 
the concept.  Ron Roberts 
announced it would be dropped.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sound 
Weston super Mare OS – Guys & Dolls 
Tickenham Drama Group – The Boyfriend 
C.U.D.O.S – Sweet Charity 
Bridgwater AOS – Company 

Effects 
Clevedon LOC  
‘Barber’s Chair’ – Sweeny Todd 
Minehead AOS  
‘Scarlett Baker as Chip’ – Beauty & The Beast 
Weston suoer Mare OS 
‘Moving stairlift’ – Acorn Antiques 

Props 
Tickenham Drama Group – The Boyfriend 
DREAMS – The Wizard of Oz 
CLOC Juniors – Our House 
Moorlight Theatre Prodns – Half A Sixpence 
Weston super Mare OS – Acorn Antiques 

Stage Management 
Clevedon LOC – Beauty & Beast 
Weston super Mare OS – Guys & Dolls 
Benham Academy – Peter Pan 
Wellington AAOS - Oklahoma 
Clevedon LOC – Sweeny Todd 
CLOC Juniors – Our House  
Worle ODS – Our House 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Costumes Hired 
No Nominations 

Costumes Not Hired 
Tickenham Drama Group– The Boyfriend 
DREAMS – The Wizard of Oz 
Yeovil Youth Theatre – Billy Elliot 
C.U.D.O.S – Sweet Charity  
CLOC Juniors – Our House 

Creative Lighting 
Clevedon LOC – Beauty & Beast 
Weston super Mare OS – Guys & Dolls 
Bridgwater AOS – Sweet Charity 
Minehead AOS – Beauty & The Beast 
CLOC Juniors – Our House 
Weston super Mare OS – Acorn Antiques 

Set Construction - Not Hired 
Clevedon LOC – Beauty & Beast 
Wells Little Theatre – Pirates of Penzance 
Milborne Port Opera – HMS Pinafore 
Wellington AAOS - Oklahoma 
Weston super Mare OS – Acorn Antiques 
CLOC Juniors – Our House 

Creative Set - Hired 
No Nominations 
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Youth under 16 (female) 
Hannah Thompson (12) as Dorothy 
The Wizard of Oz - DREAMS 
Ellie Chilcott (12) as Wicked Witch West 
The Wizard of Oz - DREAMS 
Yasmin Turner (11) as Glinda 
The Wizard of Oz - DREAMS 
Sophie Curtis (16) as Wendy 
Peter Pan – Benham Academy 
Corrie Cheshire (13) as Debbie 
Billy Elliot – Yeovil Youth Theatre 
Kiana Ashton (16) as Sarah 
Our House – CLOC Juniors 

Youth under 16 (male) 
Rolando Charnock (13) as The Lion 
The Wizard of Oz - DREAMS 
Ryan Linham (16) as Hook 
Peter Pan – Benham Academy 
Jack Osmond (13) as Michael 
Billy Elliot – Yeovil Youth Theatre 
Aaron Baker (16) as Dad 
Billy Elliot – Yeovil Youth Theatre 
Harry Johnson (14) as Billy 
Billy Elliot – Yeovil Youth Theatre 
Jordan Hickey (16) as Reecey 
Our House – CLOC Juniors 
Ricky Enoch (13) as Lewis 
Our House – CLOC Juniors 

Youth under 21 (female) 
Shalana Bharath (18) as Peter Pan 
Peter Pan -  Benham Academy 
Vicky Rolley (17) as Mrs Wilkinson 
Billy Elliot – Yeovil Youth Theatre 
Ellie Hardwill (17) as Grandma 
Billy Elliot – Yeovil Youth Theatre 
Georgia Wall (17) as Autumn 
Brenda Bly Teen Detective – Wells OS 
Corrine Priest (18) as Sarah 
Our House – Worle ODS 
Silvey Webber (19) as Babe 
The Pyjama Game – Chard LOS  

 

Youth under 21 (male) 
Paul Glen (18) as Gaston 
Beauty & The Beast – Clevedon LOC 
Paul Glen (18) as Joe’s Dad 
Our House – CLOC Juniors 
Sam Willetts (17) as Stu 
Brenda Bly Teen Detective – Wells OS 
Jake Fisher (17) as Joe Casey 
Our House – Worle ODS  
George Lumkin (17) as Emmo 
Our House – CLOC Juniors 
Adam Fox (18) as Joe Casey 
Our House – CLOC Juniors 

Cameo 
Tom Carpenter (17) as Daddy Brubeck 
Sweet Charity – Frome AOS 
Amber Milson (13) as Emerald City Guard  
The Wizard of Oz – DREAMS 
Sammy Gardiner (18) as dead Mum 
Billy Elliot– Yeovil Youth Theatre 
Frank Bonetti as Jeremiah, Toastmaster etc 
Half A Sixpence – Moorlight Theatre Prodns  
Peter Ward as Pop Williams 
The Pyjama Game – Chard LOS 
Oliver Martin (16) as various characters 
Our House – CLOC Juniors 
Pauline Perrin as Nurse Wilder 
Brenda Bly Teen Detective – Wells OS 

Female in a Supporting Role 
Kate Kirkpatrick as Ado Annie 
Oklahoma – Cary ATS 
Mimi Cartwright as Mrs Potts 
Beauty & Beast – Clevedon LOC  
Nikki Sanderwick as Nickie 
Sweet Charity – Bridgwater AOS 
Kate Ward as Maisie 
The Boyfriend – Tickenham Drama Group  
Vanessa Cross as Gladys 
The Pyjama Game – Chard LOS 
Sue Collings as Miss Babbs 
Acorn Antiques – Weston super Mare OS 
Beverly Gregory as Miss Berta 
Acorn Antiques – Weston super Mare OS 

Male in a Supporting Role 
Dylan Cheasley as Vidal 
Sweet Charity – Bridgwater AOS 
Mark Blackham as Sir Joseph Porter 
HMS Pinafore – Milborne Port Opera 
Andrew Armstrong as Captain Corcoran 
HMS Pinafore – Milborne Port Opera 
Richard Western as Bobby van Heusen 
The Boyfriend – Tickenham Drama Group 
Steve Huggins as Orcar Lindquist 
Sweet Charity – Frome AOS 
Oli Redstone as Will Parker 
Oklahoma – Wellington AAOS 
Darren Oxman as Oscar 
Sweet Charity – Bridgwater AOS 

Female in a Leading Role 
Emma Wright as Belle 
Beauty & Beast – Clevedon LOC  
Katy Gunningham as Charity 
Sweet Charity – Bridgwater AOS 
Nat Kessel as Ida 
Honk! – Worle ODS  
Nicole Wooldridge as Charity 
Sweet Charity – Frome AOS  
Julie Ashton as Mrs Lovett 
Sweeny Todd – Clevedon LOC  
Alex McCullum as Charity 
Sweet Charity – C.U.D.O.S 
Ethne Rudd as Mrs Overall 
Acorn Antiques – Weston super Mare OS 

Male in a Leading Role 
Jeff Prescott as Beast 
Beauty & Beast – Clevedon LOC  
Chris Briton as The Pirate King 
Pirates of Penzance – Wells Little Theatre 
Keith Ruby as Sky Masterton 
Guys & Dolls – Weston super Mare OS  
Charles Dyke as Curly 
Oaklahoma – Wellington AAOS  
Ian Crew as Sid Sorokin 
The Pyjama Game – Chard OS 
Ben Lewis as Bill Snibson 
Me & My Girl – Polden Productions 

Showstopper 
Pirates: “With Cat-like Tread” 
Pirates of Penzance – Wells Little Theatre 

“Sit Down You’re Rocking The Boat” 
Guys & Dolls – Weston super Mare OS 

“The Rhythm of Life” 
Sweet Charity – Frome AOS  

Finale Number 
Peter Pan – Benham Academy  

“Expressing Yourself” (Harry Johnson/Jack 
Osmond 
Billy Elliot – Yeovil Youth Theatre  

The Company: “Baggy Trousers” 
Our House – CLOC Juniors 

“Clifford’s Anthem” 
Acorn Antiques – Weston super Mare OS  

Chorus 
Bridgwater AOS – Sweet Charity 
Milborne Port Opera – HMS Pinafore 
Tickenham Drama Group – The Boyfriend 
Worle ODS – Honk! 
Yeovil Youth Theatre – Billy Elliot 
CLOC Juniors – Our House 
Weston super Mare OS – Acorn Antiques 

Challenge Trophy 
Clevedon LOC – Beauty & Beast 
C.U.D.O.S – Sweet Charity 
Polden Productions – Me & My Girl 
Bridgwater AOS – Company  

Best Youth Production 
Yeovil Youth Theatre – Billy Elliot 
CLOC Juniors – Our House 

Small Venue Trophy 
Tickenham Drama Group – The Boyfriend 
Milborne Port Opera – HMS Pinafore 
Polden Productions – Me & My Girl 
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“FIRST TIME” DIRECTOR 

TRAINING COURSE 
 

The SFD is planning to run a training 
course for people who have thought 
about getting into directing but didn’t 
know quite how to go about it, and 
for those who have had a go but want 
to check they are on the right track. 
The course will be: 

 FUN 
 PRACTICAL 
 NON-THREATENING 
 CONFIDENCE-BOOSTING 

It will be limited to TWELVE people 
and will based on small-group work. 
We can’t of course teach you to be a 
great director, but we can perhaps 
help you develop the skills you might 
find useful: 

Play selection 
Auditioning 
Casting 
Scheduling 
Blocking 
Rehearsing 
It will be run on a Saturday or a 
Sunday in mid-May, 1000-1630, and 
will cost £20 (SFD members £15) 
Interested? Let us know asap: 
editor@somersetdrama.org.uk 
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     Cont’d after WHAT’S ON 
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Choreography 
Shelley Smith & Nikki Sanderwick 
Sweet Charity – Bridgwater AOS 
Felicity Peries 
The Boyfriend – Tickenham Drama Group 
Sarah Elliot 
Sweet Charity – C.U.D.O.S  
Marina Fairhead 
Acorn Antiques – Weston super Mare OS  

Musical Direction 
Sheila Ross 
Pirates of Penzance – Wells Little Theatre 
Tony Pomeroy 
Sweet Charity – Bridgwater AOS 
Sue Marsh 
The Boyfriend – Tickenham Drama Group  
Kathryn Stevens 
Billy Elliot – Yeovil Youth Theatre  
Xander-Jaymes le Petit 
Sweeny Todd – Clevedon LOC 
Emanuelle Murphy 
Our House – CLOC Juniors 
Annie Doswell 
Acorn Antiques – Weston super Mare OS 

Best Direction 
Sue Pomeroy 
Sweet Charity – Bridgwater AOS 
Felicity Peries 
The Boyfriend – Tickenham Drama Group 
Lynda Prescott 
Our House – CLOC Juniors 
Ian Doswell 
Acorn Antiques – Weston super Mare OS  

Best Musical 
Tickenham Drama Group – The 
Boyfriend 
CLOC Juniors – Our House 
Bridgwater AOS – Sweet Charity 
Weston super Mare OS – Acorn Antiques 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cinderella  
Trophy  

Reviews  
 
Ron Roberts has asked me to 
print an apology to Sarah 
Kingsford who directed 
Roadwater’s “Puss In Boots” in 
December.  He had given the 
credit to Allan Prentice, who 
was in fact the Producer!   Ed 
 
Moorlight Theatre Productions 
Snow White & the Seven Dwarves 
by John Morley 
Thursday 29th December 
Pantomimes are for children (of all 
ages) to enjoy so it was thus a ‘nice’ 
twist that on this day our son was 
visiting us and, as in days of yore, took 
him with us to the panto! His wife also, 
incidentally, in the hope that they would 
both enjoy being allowed to shout at 
adults behaving like children. 

Director Bill Wych worked with a 
(probably revised, 2003) John Morley 
script full of funny situations and 
amusing dialogue. It starts with 
audience participation in the form of 
three votes as to the wished-for 
outcome(!) and had new set gags like 
the ‘truth balloons’ and the villain 
revamped into a strident traffic warden. 
This knowing director grouped his stage 
pictures well, had ideas like enthusiastic  

singers peeping round the wing-flats and 
a wonderfully devised magic mirror 
featuring a seemingly suspended talking 
head and an amusingly arresting voice. 
Memorised moments included the 
puzzles, the no-nos and the very good: 
two puzzling people-in-modern-dress 
walked into a scene from a different ‘age’; 
two principals kissed on stage – tut! 
(come on, Bill - it’s THE biggest panto no-
no); very good was the gleeful sight of the 
well-drilled seven dwarves  banging mugs 
like exuberant children (which they are!) 
and a wonderful pyrotechnic ending to the 
walk-down. 

This Snow White was a princess, Zoe 
Davis matching the title with her beauty, 
sympathetic tones, clear delivery and 
good acting. Emma Chalice’s Prince 
Launcelot sought to match that with stage 
presence, a masculine strut, speaking in 
English but singing in American. The 
laughs were in safe hands. Mrs Dora 
Dumpling was at ease both with her role 
and with quips from the audience, 
experienced Jerry Jeremiah is a natural 
comedian and born to play the Dame. 
James Newton was energetic as the 
linkman Muddles and with manic touch 
worked hard and successfully to warm up 
an audience which was at less than 
critical mass. Villainous Queen Evilena 
begged a powerful voice and Helen Steer 
had that in spades! She added a piercing 
laugh to create a character very sure of 
herself. Marmaduke, her Chamberlain 
was a joy, Martin Mudie establishing a 
stage presence with gravitas and 
measured tread – and then switching 
without warning to a Rex-Harrison-like 
speaking his way through the song Wild 
Thing and betraying a talent for energetic, 
comic acting.  
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  WHAT’S ON IN FEBRUARY/MARCH 
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February 1st–4th 
DRACULA THE PANTO 
by Jim Sperinck 
Godney Amateur Dramatic Society 
Godney Village Hall at 7.30pm 
Saturday matinee at 2.30pm 
Join in the fun as Dracula attempts to catch 
himself a wife with a hirsute butler, 
bumbling cohorts and things that go bump 
in the night against the Dame, family and 
friends.  
Directed by Kim de Vries 
BOX OFFICE : 07502 047195 
www.gadssomerset.org.uk 

February 2nd-4th 
DICK WHITTINGTON & HIS CAT 
by Ben Crocker 
Porlock Pantomime and Drama Soc 
Porlock Village Hall at 7.30 pm 
Saturday matinee at 2.30 pm 
Is Dick going to be driven from London and 
lose his beloved Alice through the evil deeds 
of King Rat?  Not if he has courage… and a 
cat like Tommy. 
Directed by Patrick Daley  
BOX OFFICE: 01643 862337 
Cinderella Trophy entry 

February 5th–13th 
JACK & THE MARTOCK 
BEANSTALK 
by Kevin Robinson 
Martock Players & Pantomime Soc 
Martock Parish Hall at 7.30pm 
Weekend matinees at 2.30pm 
Martock’s 30th panto!  Boy swaps cow for 
bean, beanstalk grows, boy climbs to 
Giant’s castle. Sub-plot: girl enters forest, 
ruins bears’ picnic.  Everyone lives happily 
ever after?  Wait and see! 
Directed by Auriol Terrell 
BOX OFFICE : 01935 829204 
Cinderella Trophy entry 
 
 

 
 
 

February 7th–11th 
SINBAD THE SAILOR - His 8th Voyage 
by Alan P Frayn 
Cloverleaf Productions 
Combe St Nicholas Village Hall at 
7.30pm 
Saturday at 2.30pm and 6.30pm 
Come and join Sinbad in a race against time 
to retrieve the Persian Pearl of Peace and 
save Prince Said from the executioner. 
Directed by Ros Roderigo 
BOX OFFICE : 01460 62739 
Cinderella Trophy entry 

February 10th–18th 
ALADDIN  
by Ian Hurdman & Greg Phillips 
Somerton Dramatic Society 
Somerton Parish Rooms at 7.30pm 
Saturdays at 2.30pm and 7.30pm 
The traditional family panto – you know the 
story!. 
Directed by Greg Phillips 
BOX OFFICE : 01460 62739 
Cinderella Trophy entry 

February 13th–18th 
THE OLD WOMAN WHO LIVED IN A 
SHOE 
by Norman Robbins 
Coastline Players 
Brean Village Hall at 7.30pm 
Saturday matinee  2pm 
Dame Diptheria’s orphanage is replaced 
when it is crushed by a Giant’s shoe, but 
when the Giant reclaims his shoe, and the 
Princess inside it, our Heroes set out on 
their adventure… 
Directed by Anne Allen 
BOX OFFICE : 01278 780034 
Cinderella Trophy entry  

 
 

 
February 15th–18th 
GUYS AND DOLLS 
by Frank Loesser 
Cary Amateur Theatrical Soc 
Ansford School Hall at 7.30pm 
The ever-popular, and joyful, multi-award 
winning musical based on the short stories 
of Damon Runyon. 
Directed by Roger Bull 
BOX OFFICE : carycats@live.co.uk 

February 23rd-25th 
THE LAST BREAD PUDDING 
by Nick Warburton 
LAST TANGO IN LITTLE GRIMLEY 
by David Tristram 
Wells Little Theatre 
Little Theatre, Wells at 7.30pm 
Two one act comedies with a common theme; 
both are about am-dram societies trying to 
decide about their next production, with 
hilarious consequences! 
Directed by Mark Wall & Doreen Grant  
BOX OFFICE: www.littletheatrewells.org 

February 23rd-25th 
OPTIONS: Two one act plays 
ALTERNATIVE ACCOMMODATION 
by Pam Valentine 
HAVE A NICE DAY 
by Lynn Brittney 
Pilton Players 
Pilton Village Hall, at 7.30pm 
Come and join Pilton Players in their efforts 
to dispel the winter blues with what 
promises to be an enjoyable evening of light-
hearted theatre.  Tickets to include 
refreshments in the interval.  
Directed by Alison Ward  
BOX OFFICE:  01749 890239 

 

March 2nd-3rd 
CINDERELLA 
by Peter Mitcheson, June Stevens & 
Annette Ward 
Chardstock Amateur Dramatic Soc 
Chardstock Community Hall at 7.30pm 
Saturday at 3pm and 7.30pm 
A brand-new script for this the most classic 
panto of all, and the last of the current season.  
Directed by Sarah Williamson & Nicola 
Boxell 
BOX OFFICE : 01460 221067 
Cinderella Trophy entry 

Saturday 10th March 

THE DAVID BEACH  
PRESENTATION EVENING 
County Cricket Club, Taunton  
Drinks in the Long Room at 6.45 
Dinner in the County Room at 7.30 
The stars of this year’s musical theatre in 
Somerset will be coming out to receive their 
glittering awards.  Three course dinner – 
dress to impress.  
Tickets through your Club Secretary or 
from Di Dean : 01458 250852 if booking 
independently.  
SFD concessions 

March 13th–17th 
OUTSIDE EDGE 
by Richard Harris 
Taunton Thespians 
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre at 7.30pm 
Saturday matinee at 2.30pm 
Roger is trying to assemble a team for the 
most important match of the season but 
complications arise and his wife bowls a 
googly.  Arrrgh!  Catch it if you can… 
Directed by Jane Edwards 
BOX OFFICE : 01823 414141 or 336344 
Phoebe Rees entry 
SFD concessions 
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Cinderella  
Trophy 
Reviews 
Cont’d…  
 
George Steer wilfully played Herman 
the Hunter as a dull character who 
looked thick, this was clever acting 
enhanced by the Mummerset accent. 
Hagwort the hoodie Troll, with false 
proboscis and cloak had magic powers: 
a small part but Emily Parking showed 
biting attack and was word-perfect.  

Which brings me to the good acting 
and well-choreographed youngish 
Dwarves. Three of them were barely 
teenagers, and the other four were 
even younger! Acquitting themselves 
well were Emma Berry, Phoebe Collins, 
Hannah Cloonan, Lucy Nadould-Fry, 
Ester Newell, Jake Langley and Keigan 
Passmore. The rest of the stage-full 
was the eighteen-strong chorus who, 
danced interestingly, were scary 
zombies, sang enthusiastically with 
sometimes harmony and smiles. A 
cheerful evening. 

As we wended our way homeward, 
thankfully a short journey because of 
the late hour, our grown-up ‘children’ 
agreed that there had been good 
reasons for enjoyment, including 
shouting at grown-ups! 

Frome Amateur Operatic Society 
Aladdin 
by Alan P Frayn 
Friday 30th December 
We journeyed from the mid-point of the 
County to Frome that afternoon. Being 
still in the post-Christmas mood, it 
occurred to us that were travelling in the 
same Easterly direction that the Three 
Kings had taken post-Christmas 2012 
years ago! Their job was over once their 
journey was done. Ours was ahead of 
us and happily anticipated, previous 
experience reminding us of a well-
organised house and a vibrant 
pantomime.  

Director Joanne Plenty certainly has an 
eye for detail in virtually every aspect of 
pantomime, skilfully blending comedy, 
chorus work, dance and slick stage 
management to put a production into 
great shape. The grain of productive 
rehearsal was evident in precise 
choreography, in the faultlessly still cast 
‘freeze’ and in the attention to acting 
detail including the cracking pace. One 
could quibble at the villain being at 
Stage right, but unavoidable because 
the cave entrance was there, or at the 
untraditional more than one verse per 
song – and that was avoidable. The 
‘high’ point of Frayn’s 2011 script was 
the screen-projected, flying carpet effect 
from Egypt to Peking following an 
extraordinary route and passing the 
flying Snowman and characters from 
Toy Story en route! Great theatre. 

Villain Abanazer kicked off proceedings 
and riveted our attention with imposing 
stage presence and a lovely, gurgling 
laugh, setting the story by targeting our 
hero. Beth Harris’ Aladdin certainly had 
bags of attack, a masculine bravado and 

a cheeky grin to boot, which explained 
why the gorgeous, good-acting Lottie 
Ball as Princess Miranda needed only 
one look before being in love! The two 
were well matched in every sense and 
both sang well, albeit in American. 
Confidence is the key ingredient of 
comedy and we had two fine examples 
here. Nick Caffreys’ Widow Twankey 
took on all comers, had a great singing 
voice and wore outrageous dresses 
demurely. ‘Her’ scatty son Wishy 
Washee was Ross Toten, displaying 
boundless energy and a non-stop, 
engaging smile. No wonder that So-Shy 
took to him so readily, sweet Mollie 
Packer playing her with an actor’s 
delivery and, as the princess’ 
handmaiden, matching Mandarin 
perfectly. Humphrey Barnes made a 
regal and authoritative Emperor, his cool 
wilfully ruffled occasionally by 
‘policemen’ Andrew Carpenter and Jake 
Kneller as Yu Dun Wong and Hu Dun 
Pong. These two jumping jacks of 
energy managed cod Chinese with 
snappy delivery. Clare Poole as The 
Spirit of the Ring was poised, spoke in 
measured tones and invested a smallish 
part with character. Last but by no 
means least came The Genie of the 
Lamp, Tom Carpenter energetically 
exploding onto the scene with total 
confidence and ‘bringing the house 
down’ as the lead in Never Had a Friend 
Like Me. Smoothly integrated into the 
action were four graceful dancers, six 
junior chorus and eleven adults all 
providing competent singing and 
enjoyable dance routines. 

We travelled westwards at a sensibly 
early hour reflecting that the junior 
chorus and most of the kids in the 
audience would have been ready for 

bed by the time they got home. So were 
we, smiling and all the wiser for having 
been vibrantly entertained. 

Minehead Panto People 
Sleeping Beauty 
by Peter Long & Peter Rawnsley 
Thursday 5th January 
It was ‘touch and go’ that we would make 
it to Minehead on two counts. First, yours 
truly was five days into a truly horrendous 
attack of the lurgy. Second, we went the 
long route via Wivveliscombe but not by 
choice. An accident sealed the road 
beyond Cross Keys Inn and the police 
were adamant! Having left a sickbed and 
with an eye on the clock, we were 
determined to get there. Hence our trek 
through Indian country!  

Director Graeme Kelly was working with a 
refreshingly funny script full of first-seen 
ideas like the tabs parting for family 
portraits showing the princess growing 
from tot to teenager or an active turkey in 
the shopping trolley or the would-be tinkly 
bell that produced a ship’s foghorn! Here 
was attention to detail as in awareness of 
the importance of the acting by the whole 
cast and chorus, example being the latter 
bobbing in unison to greet the princess, 
all focussed, all smiling. We saw 
imaginative touches such as the cutting 
down of the thicket, with hand-held 
boughs swaying away in choreographed 
timing or Bertie delivered onstage in a 
wheelbarrow during The Boy Can’t Help 
It. Chaos was represented by a man-
sized gorilla through the audience from 
behind, tapping the unwitting on their 
shoulder. Nobody slept! 

As the swinging overture ended, on 
bounced confident Fairy Godmother, 
landing with a hop and an utterly winning 
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smile; we immediately knew the villain 
had NO chance. Caz Kelly bubbling 
with humour and singing well. Her first 
concern was the inane King and his 
gushing Queen. Colin Tennant with 
clear enunciation and Becky Hutt with 
her puckish smile. Their later duet was 
a humorous high point. Their staid 
‘chamberlain’ figure, Colonel Bogie, 
was cleverly understated by Richard 
Derry. It is rare to find two impressive, 
‘blues’ voices in one cast, but Dame 
and Royal Assistant qualify. Peter 
Thompson was almost ladylike as Dolly 
Tubbs but his comedy timing had the 
audience rapt and loving it. Diminutive 
Abi Legge overflowed the stage as 
Rosie of the contralto voice, so positive 
a character that linkman Tommy Tubbs 
soon took a shine to her. Tom Sparks 
worked the audience well with 
considered comedy. Their duet had 
terrific energy. The palace dogsbody 
had two speeds, dead slow and stop: 
Liz Halliday as Mrs Hawks with 
measured delivery and comically bent 
over her zimmer-frame. Darren 
Mackenzie was a royal cousin, dodgy 
Bertie dodged about a bit as he spoke 
in a consistently good, plummy voice 
and sang well. We were frozen in our 
seats by the sheer impact of Louise 
Doolan’s Wicked Fairy in a slinky, 
sparkly, black evening dress. Villainy 
totally projected with expressive face, 
superb cackle and powerful singing. 
Also singing well were our principal 
lovers, well-matched Prince Andrew 
and Princess Beauty, Paul Yates and 
Emily Cross. The ‘oooh’ factor well in 
evidence. An adult chorus of eighteen 
sang consistently well; a children’s 
chorus of twenty-six sang well, danced 
well and smiled throughout and eight 
dancers were the icing on the cake.  

The trek was not only necessary but 
worthwhile on two counts. First, we 
reached Minehead in time to bolt a 
favourite curry. Second, the panto! 
During the wonderfully choreographed 
finale number, one of the principals was 
given to sing “We did our best”. We 
agreed, they did indeed. 

The Wayfarers Pantomime Society 
Cinderella 
by Alan P Frayn 
Tuesday 17th January 

Aha! We thought, Wayfarers next. Past 
experience has taught us to expect 
something of a spectacle: big company, 
big-ish stage, big endeavour. We looked 
forward to it. 

Director Brian Epps was working with a 
revised script that had interesting 
aspects: a ‘frozen’ cast start that had 
principals freed to step forward when 
introduced by Fairy Godmother; Cinders 
stroking and greeting each forest animal 
and, an old favourite, clock hands that 
moved to midnight. The cast bravely 
took on a near-replica of the Morecome-
and-Wise kitchen scene (to the same 
music) and danced it well, the black 
gang joining the fun by throwing 
pancakes on! The whole cast also 
danced Cinders off to the ball and, after 
the interval was ‘dynamite’ in the so-
called return number. Brian stuck to 
Wayfarers finale tradition in the golden 
balloons through and for the audience 
and golden ‘rain’ on stage. 

Nikki Court’s Fairy Godmother opened 
proceedings with transmitted joy, a 
winning smile and, utterly transformed, 
was a believably different character as 
the hooded version of her self in the 
wood. Our heroine Molly Bird played a 

winsomely straight version of an English 
Rose, though she sang in American. 
She was confronted by not one, but two 
handsome heroes. Alison Jenkinson as 
Dandini and Sarah Whittaker as Prince 
Charming were very well matched in 
every sense, measured delivery, 
shapely legs and masculine stances 
included. Buttons needs to be loveable 
and, as for any brave soul successfully 
taking on this iconic character, having 
the confidence to play him a bit gauche 
certainly helps. Richard Matravers had 
that right and his expressive face got us 
on his side in one. We felt some 
sympathy for poor Simon Willmott’s 
Baron almost before he admitted with a 
scowl that his new bride was something 
of a handful! As it happened, on the 
night we also sympathised with 
Baroness Jane Burt who, despite a 
heavy cold, bravely took the stage and  
understandably, was inhibited from 
producing much venom. Not so her 
‘daughters’, Ugly Sisters Ray Jarvis as 
Grizelda and Stuart Lloyd as Gertrude 
who poured hilarious venom with well-
timed stand-up patter and sang with 
music-hall attack. They got boo-ed for 
their treatment of Cinders but seemed to 
relish it!  Bodget and Leggett bodged 
happily as the Brokers Men, Dan 
Woodmaston and Amber Samuel were 
lively and tried hard to get in each 
other’s way. A chamberlain should 
ideally be statuesque to look the part 
and David Northey’s posture and 
delivery provided just that. Anna Morgan 
and Angela Lock as Hagan the Horse 
have a viable future as tap-dancers! 
They wouldn’t have to practice much 
more, though, to match the excellent tap 
of the six senior dancers or the well-
integrated seven  children or the eleven 
chorus, all a precision act! 

We were right to look forward to it. 
Chambers’ 20th Century dictionary gives 
‘spectacle – a pageant’ and ‘spectacular 
– a theatrical show’. Quite right, we were 
treated to a well-choreographed, dancing 
pageant and a pleasant theatrical show 
evening with a spectacular ending.  

Wellington AA Pantomime Group 
Robin Hood & the Babes in the Wood 
by Peter Denyer 
Wednesday 25th January 

Visits to Wellington have always 
prompted us to think of traditional values. 
The monument celebrates The Iron 
Duke’s victories. The eponymous School 
has a tradition of excellence. The 
pantomime has a tradition of mobilising 
the biggest Front of House staff to be 
found anywhere in our not-inconsiderable 
experience. Beforehand, however, we 
heard hint of a wind of change blowing 
and wondered if tradition was to be 
maintained. 

First-time director Emma Vicarage had 
good ideas and a sound grasp of panto 
traditions. Loved the devil’s-face curtain 
warmer –which silenced all the audience 
– and the discipline which had everybody 
on stage smiling THROUGHOUT. Also 
lovely were the suggestive red-and-gold 
streamers of the Fire dance after the 
interval. The Romantic Duet was properly 
shared between the lovers and the 
audience, though they sang in American 
and then there was imaginative staging –
and lighting- in the dungeon where they 
sang with the Babes - in English! The 
babes had influence, perhaps! Emma 
cleverly inserted a ‘ghost’ set gag 
variation with Dame and babes and full 
marks for ignoring the script’s 
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requirement for Marian to kiss the Friar. 
(Honestly, Denyer, be ashamed!)  

Kick-starting the panto was 
Beelzebub’s voice-over, Tom 
Winsborough so deeply growly that it 
suggested that hell was indeed well 
below! Pouring cold water over all that 
was bubbly Kathryn Fear’s Spirit of 
Greenwood, eyeballing the villain and 
engaging the audience with lively 
delivery of couplets. Our heroine was 
Hannah Green, an imposing figure in 
her role as the voice of the people. Just 
as well that Holly Rowe’s  Robin Hood 
listened to the call, worked the 
audience and enrolled us all on the 
side of goodness. Two splendidly 
middle-England voices came from 
Jasmine Bowden’s well-spoken Will 
Scarlet and Justin Mair’s plummy Friar 
Tuck, the one an instant ‘go-getter’ and 
the other a lugubrious ‘when-I’m-ready’ 
type. The Merry Men were completed 
by Little John, Tony Wollard 
traditionally tall and comically playing 
him slow-witted.  Ian Oliver’s Sheriff 
relished being evil and conveyed the 
fact with an actor’s body-language and 
singing with Music Hall attack. The 
pace quickened at his every 
appearance and the exchanges 
between him and the hapless Herman 
were good stand-up. Martin Stepney, 
as the latter, delighted with his physical 
agility and plastic face, including the 
occasional crossing of the eyes! And so 
to Janet and John, the influential 
Babes, Megan Endicott (10) and 
Ashleigh Payne (11) in our 
performance. Both are natural actors, 
both were word-perfect, both sang 
confidently and well and they even 
shone as they helped control the 
House Number. Refreshing! (I’m sure 

that the other team, Megan Blest and 
Catherine Vicarage were just as good.) 
Alice Cambridge made a cameo impact 
as the Music Box Doll, great voice. The 
six junior dancers drilled well, the seven 
senior dancers were athletic and 
attractive and the eleven chorus were 
energetic and enthusiastic. 

A wind of change had indeed blown. We 
found a new director making a 
reasonable fist of a first production. We 
found a young band of musicians in 
place. We also found a small army of 
well-dressed FOH crowding every 
doorway and providing the usual 
Wellington welcome, a recent musical 
bandmaster amongst them. 

Yeovil Amateur Pantomime Soc 
Jack & The Beanstalk 
An original script by Jon Newman 
Thursday 26th January 

If circumstances lead us to attend YAPS 
on a Thursday night, we know that we 
will be amongst an enthusiastic and 
highly vocal audience. Thursday is 
Brownies and Guides! We have no 
regrets. It is a joy to be amongst 
hundreds of youngsters thoroughly 
enjoying themselves. 

Writer-cum-director-cum-choreographer 
Jon Newman put together a show that 
paraded good panto values in most 
areas and rehearsed his cast into a 
cheerful certainty. General discipline on 
display as in the small army of them 
eyeballing the Principal Boy during the 
opening number and attention to detail 
as in the tangible antipathy between 
Fairy and villain. Smooth control which 
got the sixty or so off that stage in a trice 
or principals speaking exit lines on the 
move to avoid hiatus. Such was the 

quality that you tended to forgive songs 
of more than one verse but not forgive 
that the villain was allowed to occupy 
Stage Right, not once but five times! 
Tut! Most of the cast must have enjoyed 
themselves throughout because they 
smiled! 

The audience certainly smiled at smiling 
Fairy Aimee Barlow,  sparkling in both 
senses, a graceful ballerina frequently 
on her points – and earning others. In 
Fairy’s care was eponymous Jack, 
Jennifer Holland of manly stride and 
great thigh-slap who also sang well in 
both English and, regrettably, in 
American. The object of Jack’s 
attentions was charming Louise 
Cannon, smiling brightly as Princess 
Melissa and moving gracefully. Their 
Romantic Duet survived despite the 
attentions of a jealous cow! Doing them 
down at every opportunity was whip-
carrying Rancid Fleshcreep, Lisa Marie-
Reid in black leather overcoat purveyed 
packaged venom and pointed laughter. 
Under thrall to her were look-alike 
Trubble and Strife, twins Colin and Terry 
Francis that bounced off each other 
physically and in comedy exchanges 
with a competence that was probably 
bred in their cot as babes. Graham 
Waddleton’s Dame Trott was also 
competent, not only at stand-up but in 
all else that required confidence, he had 
it to spare. He also had James Gaylard 
as son Simon, a linkman who was not 
only the required bright spark but also 
had a great line in pathos. He had the 
opposite of pathos in the form of his 
Mini-Simon, 9-y-old Vini Lloyd who 
emerged from the set-gag, reducing 
machine, hid in a toolbox, joined any 
chorus line going and was a success. 
Mary, Sally and Billie were the princess’ 

support group, Jess Stephens (15), Chloe 
Burton (15) and Vicky Barlow all spoke, 
acted and sang well. Mary’s poised 
confidence also got Simon down the 
aisle! Daisy the Cow was inhabited by 
Lucy Crane (16) and Katie Orwin (13) 
who had a lively, joint, bouncing step and 
co-ordinated enough to join the action 
and create a comic character. Michael 
Francis’ King was a needed constant, 
established a proper presence and sang 
well, to boot. The Giant’s well-amplified, 
effectively-echoed, voice imposed itself 
early on but later, his seven-foot height 
and magnificent head out-presence-d the 
King! The thirty-seven chorus, in their 
varied characterisations and control, 
betrayed the grain of good rehearsal and 
all of them  danced with immaculate co-
ordination.  

Nothing different about this particular 
Thursday. Hundreds of Brownies and 
Guides were PART of the proceedings. 
The villain had to shout to get a word in 
and the linkman made hundreds of new 
friends. 

Clevedon Comedy Club 
Little Red Riding Hood 
By Tina & Robert Burbidge  
(Lazy Bee Scripts) 
Friday 27th January 

Like most people, we love going to the 
seaside. Most people, ourselves included, 
go to the seaside for pleasure. That 
Friday, we went for both pleasure and 
business. Moderating a pantomime is, of 
course, pleasurable. Having found 
Clevedon, finding Princess Hall has in the 
past delayed the start of pleasure! 

An evening of ‘firsts’ was served up. It 
was a ‘first’ that director Carol Hockedy 
had turned her hand to pantomime but 
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some disciplines had transferred with 
her, such as the fact that the cast had 
clearly been told to smile at us, quite 
right, it’s so catching! It was the first 
time this season that we saw sweets 
being thrown, albeit in packets: PC is 
all very well but we miss that magic 
element of catch-as-catch-can. Another 
‘first’ was a prop positioned during the 
action by man wearing a T-shirt saying 
‘Scene Shifter’. There were standard 
practices in the determined variety of 
the stage pictures and the chaos 
scenes on stage and round the 
auditorium. Another ‘first’ was a hunt in 
and out of the trees on stage, made 
difficult by so much smoke, that hunters 
and audience were in fits of laughter. 
There were no-nos too, villain at Stage 
Right and that hug by the principals 
dangerously close to an embrace. The 
finnal ‘first’ was a joy: the House 
Number was Little Red Riding Hood 
with the kids doing the howling. Great 
fun. 

First on was attractive Katarina Kallias 
as Fairy, she of the gentle smile and 
down-to-earth, well-phrased delivery of 
her couplets. Second up and in her and 
our face was Andy Beech’s Wolf, with  
fearsome mask, mean attack and 
aggressive stance. Fairy soon fixed 
him, causing him to speak in rhyme, 
though he lost it later to howl and sing 
very well. In the middle of all this were 
clear-speaking, confident Jack and Jill, 
Jordon Hickey (16) and Becky Elliott 
(14) brought youthful fun and energy to 
every appearance and worked the 
‘bucket’ running gag well. Our 
principals, fast-speaking Billy and 
persistently-cheerful ‘Red’ were matter-
of-fact lovers played by Amy Ryder-
Smith and Kerrie Barry. Their Romantic 

Duet was powerful and in harmony, 
quite appropriately! Steve Price’s Robyn 
Hood is the sort of Dame that grows on 
you as the performance goes on. A quiet 
beginning with that cheeky grin making 
the impact, developed with total 
confidence into a later agility that belied 
‘her’ impressive bulk! The ‘Honey, 
honey’ duet with the woodman ‘brought 
the house down’. Laurence, Lewellyn 
and Bowen were three ‘little’ pigs, the 
Brokers Men of the piece. Played by 
Sue Gready, Frances Winch and Val 
Vella they were humorously gentle, 
word-perfect and had good cue-bite. 
Roger Hockedy was the said tree-
chopper and believably so with his well-
enunciated self-possession and relish 
for physical humour. Grannies are 
meant to be small and housebound, 
aren’t they? Not so Annette Loveridge, 
backpack-toting Yeti-hunter, trekking 
around the audience and making a 
brave fist of I Love To Go a-Wandering. 
A very positive character. The sixteen 
chorus were generally tuneful and the 
stage bounced during their Rock. 

Not only did we find the way to Princess 
Hall ‘first time’ – on the basis of ‘I think 
we go left here’ and ‘try down there’ – 
but found that LRRH was a pleasure, 
one clearly shared by the cast. So, 
home to the pleasant business of 
compiling this report. 

RR 

Thanks very much for these, 
Ron.  Another seven reports due 
next month: CUDOS, Burnham, 
Martock, Porlock, Cloverleaf, 
Somerton and Coastline, and 
then it’s Chardstock to finish off 
the season!                         Ed 
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